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In our Gospel lesson this morning we find Jesus and three of the twelve disciples on a mountain.  Euphemistically, mountain top experiences are times of awe and inspiration.  In fact when someone says, I’ve been to the mountain, they mean they have had an epiphany, they have experienced a break through; they have had an encounter with the essence of themselves and something has changed.  Mountain top moments are meant to leave us transformed.  
When Jesus invites Peter, James and John to the top of a mountain to pray I wonder whether they expect an experience of transformation or whether they so weary with the travel and travail of following Jesus, that they hope for nothing more than a soft piece of ground on which to lay their heads?  We will never know if the three disciples tapped for this assignment were filled with anticipation or only anticipating an opportunity to rest; but we do know once they found their way to the mountain’s side, to the place Jesus chooses to pray, they fall asleep.  

But not so the Master.  Luke tells us, as Jesus begins to pray his face and clothes take on a luminous brightness they become a dazzling white.  And then Moses and Elijah appear.  Moses – the one who received the law from God’s own hand; and Elijah – whose name means “My God is Jehovah"; both appear and as they talk with Jesus they too are suffused with heaven’s light.  
What might their conversation have included?  What topics might be handled best by the two who represent the law and the prophets and the one who is said to be the fulfillment of all the laws and all the prophets?  They could have discussed the power of God to deliver.  After all, Moses knew something of God’s delivering power as he led the children of Israel throughout the Exodus and to the threshold of lands flowing with milk and honey.  They could have spoken of God’s power to defeat for back in I Kings 18 Elijah defeats the 750 prophets of Ba’al and turns the hearts of men and women to the God of all creation.  
They could have spoken of many things but when Moses and Elijah join Jesus on the mountain, Luke tells us, they speak of but one thing; Jesus’ departure, his death, the way of the cross.  They speak of that moment, that kairos moment, when all that is wrong with the world will be taken onto the shoulders of one who has come into the world.  And this one will take it all into the grave and then three days later rise with all power in his hands, power over sin, power over darkness, power over death, hell and the grave.  Moses, Elijah and Jesus speak not of the glory that surrounds them, but of the salvific act of the cross, the act that will forever inaugurate a time of true glory, a time when God’s Kingdom will fully come.   

Oh can you imagine the conversation?  Can you imagine the brightness of the light that engulfs the Master and the two messengers sent by God?  Can you imagine what it must have been like to sit and listen to the wisdom that filled their words and fell on the ears of the three waiting disciples?
Oh I forgot, they were asleep.  James, John and Peter were asleep.  But something in that moment of glory, something in the majesty of the meeting of this holy threesome must have entered into their sleeping state for Luke tells us that Peter, James and John woke up and saw the glory of Jesus and the two who were standing with him.  And as soon as he could get his wits about him Peter, it would be Peter, jumped up and said in so many words, this is it!  This is it!  I have seen it with my own eyes.  A moment no one has ever seen before.  Moses, the one who brought us the law, and Elijah the one who is the prophet’s prophet; they are here, they are right here.  This is it!  Jesus, Jesus, let’s mark this moment.  Let’s celebrate.
I know, let’s build booths.  That’s a good Jewish thing to do.  Yes, let’s build booths.  For booths symbolize the completion of a thing.  In our history booths have symbolized the completion of the harvest
 and the end of the Exodus.
  Let’s build booths because something has been completed here today.  Moses and Elijah have come to speak to you.  You must know what this means Jesus.  It means you are the one.  I know you told us just a few verses ago
 that you were the one, but now we really believe it because we have seen this thing with our own eyes.  Yes, let’s build these booths so that everyone who comes onto this mountain will know what happened here.  Let’s build these booths, because we will be able to stay up here a little while longer and revel in the moment and the memory.  
But scripture seems to indicate Peter was slightly out of his mind, he didn’t know what he was saying!  Now, before we are too hard on Peter, “ . . . the account of the transfiguration records the kind of experience that only a privileged few ever have.  Mystics and saints of old lived lives of disciplined piety in hopes of attaining such a vision.”
  Peter was excited and somehow he knew his life had been changed.  Before we are too hard on Peter, it is human to want to remain in that place, to linger in that moment, for as long as he could.  It is no wonder they he wanted to build booths and remember what his eyes had seen and his ears had heard.  It is no wonder, but it is not what he is called to do.

Followers of Christ are not called to remain on mountain tops far removed from the needs of those in need.  Yes, yes, mountain top experiences are given and given to be fully received, but they are given as a brief offering to inspire and encourage, to enlighten and to lift.  They are given as a sumptuous meal but not as a steady diet, given so that the one who has been filled might use what has been given to work for the one who set the table and provided the meal.  The error that Peter makes is his desire to linger too long at the table and to ignore what lies ahead.  
And what lay ahead?  What lay ahead was the anguished voice of a father worried about the life of his son.  For Luke tells us the moment Jesus and the disciples leave the mountain, a large crowd meets them and in that crowd is a father whose son is sick.
As soon as the disciples and Jesus come off the mountain the father meets them and with a desperate look in his eye tells the Messiah, your disciples could not help my child.  And now I come to you, begging you, please attend to my son, my only child.   Maybe now Peter, James and John understand, the time to celebrate and build booths is not at hand, for though they have had a mountain top moment there is still much work to do in Jesus name.

And what about us?  This past Tuesday, much of our nation had a mountain top moment.  It seemed for just a moment that the words of our founders, “We hold these truths to be self evident that all men”, took on new meaning and new power as the Chief Justice said to Barak Obama, congratulations, Mr. President.  It was a moment that no one had ever seen before, a moment that some expected never to see.  It was a moment that made us proud of our nation and despite party affiliation filled our hearts, inspiring and encouraging us to move on.  It was a moment to celebrate and like Peter some of us wanted to stop and build booths.  Wow, this is it!  This is it!  I have seen it with my own eyes.  Millions have gathered, millions more are tuned in around the world.  This is it!  Let’s freeze this moment in time.  Let’s stay in the luminescence of the mall and pray that this day never ends.  I understand why people felt this way this past Tuesday, it is no wonder, but it is not what we are called to do.

For just like the disciples there is work for us to do, and for those of us who know ourselves as followers of Christ, there is much work to do in Jesus’ name. 
There is work to do for in our great country men and women go to bed hungry each night.  There is work to do because there is immense disparity in the way our children our educated because of the way we fund our educational system.  There is work to do because now students and parents in Chicago cannot be spectators at basketball games because the specter of violence far too often attends as well.  There is work to do because the Stock Market has been driven into free fall by forces that begin in greed and end in an attitude of its OK as long as I have mine.  We have work to do when it’s easier in some neighborhoods to get drugs than to buy food because drug dealers will open on every corner while corporate grocery stores will not.  We’ve got work to do and we cannot do it while remaining wrapped up in a mountain top experience.  

Like the disciples, we have work to do.   And whether we are like the nine who rested below the summit or the three who made it to the top, this is the time we are called together, to hear the cries of fathers and mothers, to see the needs of children and elders, to heed the call of a Savior who says how long do I have to be with you.  I have power, I have given you this power
, you are able and equipped to go into the world, to heal and restore, to guide and to lift.  “How long will I have to carry you” Jesus says to those disciples gathered around him at the foot of that mountain and gathered around him on the corner of Lincoln and Grove.  How long will you not believe that I need you to walk with me, to work with me, for there is much work for us to do.   

And so beloved of God, we gather, in churches across the nation on this day; some representing the nine who were at the mountain’s base and others the three who were found coming down its side.  Yes, we come in Christ’s name, and we must hear Christ’s call to do as the choir sang.  We must take our lives and let them be, consecrated Lord to thee.  Take our hands and let them move at the impulse of thy love.  No matter who we are, no matter the presence or absence of mountain top experiences in our lives as of yet, you and I are called to follow Christ into the world, believing, knowing that we are sent to make a difference in the world.  
And so now, on this last Sunday of January we go from this place into our lives and may our closing hymn be our motto, be our creed, be our truth,  Lord speak to me that I may speak in living echoes of your tone.  As you have sought so let me seek your wandering children, the places where there are needs, the places where I may use my gifts to be your hands and voice, the places where I may find your wandering children lost alone.

If you have had a mountain top experience this week or not, if you love our God made known to us in Christ, stand with me and sing. Lord speak to me that I may speak and may it be our heart’s true desire. 
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