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It’s the second Sunday of Advent, the second Sunday of our season of waiting for the Christ child to come.  The Bulandr family has reminded us that the focus for this Sunday is the gift of peace.  Our Savior comes to bring peace, a peace that passes all understanding, a peace that is meant to keep our hearts and minds, a peace the world can not offer; a peace that comes only from the one who is called the Prince of Peace.  

The traditional subject matter of Advent is so beautiful:  joy, peace, hope and love.  But sometimes, I have a bone to pick with Advent and its themes.  Sometimes it is too neat and easy to limit Christ to the Hallmark images of a baby lying in a manager, with winged angels overhead singing good tidings of great joy.  Yes, I know it is important to understand that Christ comes to provide us with joy, fill us with hope and love and bring peace; but it is equally important to know that Christ comes to make us think about topics that do not always fit so neatly into its yuletide song.  And one way to get people to think is to surprise them.
In the movie, Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner the element of surprise causes everyone to stop and think.  As you will remember from last week, the plot of the movie revolves around the turmoil caused by two young people in love.  Ms. Joey Drayton and Dr. John Prentiss have fallen deeply in love, and despite the uproar over the issues of race in 1967 when the movie premiered; despite the difference in the color of their skin; these two are planning to wed in just a few short days.  

You can see from the looks on the faces of their parents and of the Drayton’s housekeeper; yes surprise has come to dinner.  This is not what Joey Drayton’s parents anticipated for her life.  This is not what they hoped for her.  In fact at one point in the movie her father says, “They expect me to take all of this in, in less that 24 hours.  This is too big of a surprise for me.  I am not happy with this situation.  And I am not going to try and pretend I am happy!  No matter what anyone else thinks, I know if they go ahead with their plans they will both get their brains knocked out.”  No, this is not what Mr. Drayton imagined for his daughter and as we consider the look on his face we know the presence of this surprise is not good, not good at all.  
And it’s not just the Draytons either.  When Dr. Prentiss’ parents cast their eyes on their son’s new fiancée, the look on the father’s face tells of his astonishment at the whole set of circumstances.  We learn in the film that the elder Mr. Prentiss is a retired postal worker who has worked for thirty years in order to provide for his son.  The elder Mr. Prentiss punctuates his story with the sacrifices he has made and, with an urgency in his voice, tells his son; people aren’t ready for your marriage to Ms. Drayton, the world isn’t ready and if your marry her you will be ruining your life and hers.  

Joey’s parents, Dr. Prentiss’ parents were deeply surprised by it all and they simply could not take it in.  What in the world were their children thinking?  They were out of bounds on this one.  They had no ability, no right to upend the traditional way of understanding the roles of the races.  They had no right to change the rules as they were tacitly understood and practiced.  This was too much!  What in the world had gotten in to them; falling in love and planning to marry a person of a different race, it is just not done.  This is too much of a surprise and in this case the surprise just is not good.
And Jesus, it seems, is causing the same kind of stir in his world as we enter through the lens of the Gospel of Matthew.  In the 13th chapter we find Jesus, an itinerant preacher, a carpenter’s son, a man of no education, no training and no status standing with authority in the synagogue in Nazareth – his home town – teaching and explaining the intricacies of God’s Holy Word.  
People were astonished by his words by his boldness, they were surprised and it was not good!  They could not take it in.  What in the world was he thinking?  He was out of bounds on this one.  He had no ability, no right to stand in the place of a learned rabbi.  What in the world had gotten in to him?  He had no right to offer insight into the word of God.  This was too much of a surprise and in this case the surprise was just not good.
You see in the last centuries of the years we call (BC) Before Christ, in the very years in which Jesus lived, Jewish men and women were watching, intently waiting for the one they knew would come, the one they called the Messiah.  They were hoping for the coming of one who was anointed by God, one who would deliver them from the rule of the Romans, liberate their lives from the tyrannies of the Pharisees and Sadducees.  They were waiting to be rescued; to be set free!  

The prophecies had been spoken hundreds and hundreds or years before.  Isaiah had said there would be one who would come and his name would be called wonderful, mighty, counselor, the everlasting father, the prince of Peace.  Isaiah, the 8th century prophet had proclaimed that the Messiah’s government would be far reaching, powerful, and would know no end.  
The people of God were waiting for the anointed one who was foretold in the 2nd Psalm, the one whom the Lord our God had called the Son, my Son: the one to whom the Almighty had given the nations, had given the power to break the reign of evil like an iron rod, the one God had given the power to smash those who abused the people of God like a simple clay pot.  The people of Israel were anxiously waiting, restlessly longing for the one who would come and, as the second Psalm promised, teach those who oppressed God’s people the strength of God’s arm and the authority of God’s Messiah.
But surprise, the one who stood before them now, the one who claimed to be the very son of God, was just a man from Nazareth; just a carpenter born of a woman.  Israel was waiting for a Savior, a worker of miracles and instead it seems they had been sent a nobody who only worked wood.  
This is not what they expected.  This is not what they planned for.  Not unlike the elder Mr. Prentiss, I imagine some in the synagogue spoke out of anger, frustration or surprise, who is this Jesus?  Get him out of here!  We want a real Messiah.  Like the elder Mr. Drayton I am sure they were not happy about the situation; not willing to pretend they were happy.  After all if this Jesus persisted along this path he was likely to get his brains knocked out and maybe theirs too.

Guess who’s coming to dinner, surprise.  
But the element of surprise is a true and deep teacher.  It can take us out of the predictable and leave us facing that which requires thought and reflection.  The power of an unexpected event has the capacity to cause us to stop, catch our breath, and process what has just occurred.  Surprise causes us to think.  
In the movie the surprise of Joey’s and John’s engagement caused both sets of parents to stop, catch their breath and process what was taking place.  In the course of the film each elder couple had to think and reason through a world of emotion and fact.  They had to recollect their own lives, recall their own obstacles, and relive their own trials. Each had to remember what it was to be in love and to encounter and overcome obstacles and trials.  The surprise announcement of the engagement of their children caused the parents, no forced them, to think deeply about what was important and what was not, and in the end, they found a way to a peace about the situation, and in the doing they learned lesson of great importance, all because they were once surprised.  
And what about those gathered around Jesus in Mathew’s text.  If we could follow their lives would we also find the happy outcome of surprise leading to thought leading to peace?  Well no matter how much we might wonder, we cannot know what came of the individuals who were in the synagogue that day.  

But, we can ask ourselves this morning, how do we experience the surprises in our world, even in the season of Advent, and what do they cause us to do?
For if we tell the truth there are many surprising things in our world, and many of them are not good.  People praying for relief from so many causes, economic turmoil, curable diseases like cholera spreading in nations far and near, attacks on innocent people in India and Nigeria, difficulty and division in places too numerous to name; surprise has come to dinner, so to speak and the question is, how will we respond?
On this second Sunday of Advent, in the midst of the paradox of our preparation for Christmas and our living in a world of surprises, you and I have an advantage that the men and women of Mathew’s time did not have, and that the Drayton’s and the Prentiss’ if they had it did not mention in the lines of the film; you and I know that the one whom the people of Israel awaited has come.  We know the one we call Jesus is the Messiah, the one who has come to bring justice and righteousness, peace and hope.  
On this second Sunday of Advent, if we tell the truth the condition of our world is surprising, and in this case, it is not very good, but deeper than the surprise, greater than the challenge, we know that by the power of the risen Christ we, you and I, can be hopeful, we can face the surprises of our day and move forward in positive ways; for though the surprising status of the world may at first take our breath, we who love and follow Christ have the grace and the power, the hope and the presence of the Messiah and we have the responsibility as his disciples to remain not in a state of surprised stillness but to find ways to work for the good of God’s great creation, and on this second Sunday of Advent we have the power to work for peace.  Yes, on this second Sunday of Advent as we stop and await a Savior who came to bring peace, we must do the same.  
Therefore, let me invite you in this week we celebrate the Advent Peace, to do something to promote peace.   As you leave the sanctuary I have two gifts for you, one a to do list, and I hope you will list on it, help bring peace.  The other gift I have for you is a list of ways that we can promote peace. 
The parents in the movie were surprised, but they moved beyond their surprise to a place of peace.  The members in the synagogue in Matthew were surprised and we do not know where they moved.  But you and I, in this season of Advent hear the words of the Messiah, my peace I give to you, not as the world gives peace. Let not your hearts be troubled and neither be afraid.  On this second Sunday of Advent with the promise of our Savior, with the presence of God’s Spirit, and with the agency that comes when we together work as a community, we can take our surprise and move beyond it to the pursuit of peace.
And on this first Sunday of the month, we are given extra power to do so, for Christ has set a table for us, a table to give us strength to go and do as he has commanded us to do.  
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Surprise comes about when an unexpected event enters our lives.  Surprise can be neutral, positive or negative.  However, when surprise becomes a source for reflection and learning it takes on immensely positive characteristics.  

Our world is full of surprises this Advent Season and many of them are not what we hoped for, not what we expected, and not what we might call good.  Yet, we must take in the surprising circumstances, reflect on them, and then, as our Savior would call us to do, thoughtfully work for the peace that marks and is celebrated on the second Sunday of Advent.

Here are 100 ideas for creating a more peaceful world.
  Though not all will agree with all 100, it is my hope that we will each find some that call us to the task of thoughtfully working for peace.  

Let us on this second Sunday of Advent choose to work for peace.
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0. Be generous with your smiles. 

1. Be kind. 

2. Respect the Earth. 

3. Walk in a forest. 

4. Plant a tree. 

5. Contemplate a mountain. 

6. Protect the Earth. 

7. Live simply. 

8. Help feed the hungry. 

9. Erase a border in your mind. 

10. Teach peace to children. 

11. Read Chief Seattle's Letter to the President. 

12. Be honest. 

13. Demand honesty from your government. 

14. Think about consequences. 

15. Commit yourself to nonviolence. 

16. Support nonviolent solutions to global problems. 

17. Speak up for a healthy planet. 

18. Demand reductions in military expenditures. 

19. Be fair. 

20. Pledge allegiance to the Earth and to its varied life forms. 

21. Think for yourself. 

22. Ask questions. 

23. Recognize your unique potential. 

24. Join an organization working for peace. 

25. Be less materialistic. 

26. Be more loving. 

27. Empower others to work for peace. 

28. Oppose all weapons of mass destruction. 

29. Support equality. 

30. Speak out for a nuclear weapons-free world. 

31. Support a Department of Peace. 

32. Listen to your heart. 

33. Help the poor. 

34. Fight against militarism. 

35. Study the lives of peace heroes. 

36. Help create a community peace park or garden. 

37. Commemorate the International Day of Peace. 

38. Help strengthen the United Nations. 

39. Support the International Criminal Court. 

40. Read the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

41. Advance the rights of future generations. 

42. Be a voice for the voiceless. 

43. Join an action alert network. 

44. Be forgiving. 

45. Laugh more. 

46. Play with a child. 

47. Support education and the arts over weapons. 

48. Help educate the next generation to be compassionate. 

49. Take personal responsibility for creating a better world. 

50. Sing. 

51. Write a poem. 

52. Organize a church service on the theme of peace. 

53. Learn about another culture. 

54. Help someone. 

55. Support the UN Children's Fund (UNICEF). 

56. Oppose the arms trade. 

57. Clear your mind. 

58. Breathe deeply. 

59. Sip tea. 

60. Express your views on peace to government officials. 

61. Fight for the environment. 

62. Celebrate Earth Day. 

63. Think like an astronaut, recognizing that we have only one Earth. 

64. Be constructive. 

65. Let someone else go first. 

66. Plant seeds of peace. 

67. Work in a garden. 

68. Change a potential enemy into a friend. 

69. Be positive. 

70. Share. 

71. Be a good neighbor. 

72. Send a note of appreciation. 

73. Tell your friends how much they matter. 

74. Say "I love you" more. 

75. Don't tolerate prejudice. 

76. Demand more from your elected officials. 

77. Walk by the ocean, a river, or a lake. 

78. Recognize that all humans have the right to peace. 

79. Respect the dignity of each person. 

80. Be a leader in the struggle for human decency. 

81. Be a friend. 

82. Send sunflowers to world leaders, and call for a world free of nuclear weapons. 

83. Oppose technologies that harm the environment. 

84. Lose an argument to a loved one. 

85. Value diversity. 

86. Walk softly on the Earth. 

87. Appreciate the power of the sun. 

88. Speak out for global disarmament. 

89. Support a democratic order. 

90. Teach non-violence by example. 

91. Remember that "No man is an Island." 

92. Spend time in nature. 

93. Boycott war toys. 

94. Be thankful for the miracle of life. 

95. Seek harmony with nature. 
96. Remind your leaders that peace matters. 

97. Oppose violence in television programming for children. 

98. Listen to Beethoven's Ode to Joy. 

99. Celebrate Peace. 

� These 100 ways to work for peace are taken from The Nuclear Age Peace Foundation, � HYPERLINK "http://www.wagingpeace.org" ��http://www.wagingpeace.org�.  
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