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There it is, there it is in the lines of the choir’s morning anthem.  He, God, gave us eyes to see and lips to tell, how great is God, who made all things well.  There it is, an announcement that God has made no mistake; each little flower, each bird that sings, he made their glowing colors, he made their tiny wings.  All things bright and beautiful, all things great and small, all things wise and wonderful, the Lord God made them all.  And if God made them should not we honor and protect them, should not we work to make sure their beauty is maintained?
And yet, as we look around we see God’s masterpiece, God’s great creation earth no longer wears her beauty unscathed.  Instead we see that . . . 
Rainforests

 “. . . Millions of acres of tropical rainforest . . . are annually destroyed around the world.  For instance, twenty-five percent of the Amazon Rainforest has already been cut down . . . for resources like ore and timber, but this biome can never be brought back. The [animals of the rainforest] comprise about two thirds of the planet’s wildlife.  There are . . .  rainforest [species of] . . .  animals . . . still unknown; [ones that] have never been discovered.  There are . . .  plants [of the rainforest that] may hold cures for many diseases plaguing humanity . . . [and] many of these plants have not been discovered yet [either] . . . .”


Instead we learn that  . . . 

The Ocean
Fabien Cousteau,
 grandson of famed oceanographer Jacques Cousteau, has said the largest garbage dump in the world is not on land but floating in and falling to the bottom of the world’s oceans.  It’s called the Stream of plastic and it is killing whole swathes of ocean.
Instead we find. . . 

Farm Land

In our own nation, in the last decade . . . over an acre of farmland [was lost per] minute.  According to the American Farmland Trust, between 2002 and 207, nearly 4.1 million acres of agricultural land were converted to developed uses—an area nearly the size of Massachusetts.
 

Countless other examples of nations and peoples hording oil, destroying land for diamonds and other precious things, and fundamentally prizing economic benefits and the satisfaction of need and or greed over and against ecological wisdom are rampant across the globe.

If God gave us eyes to see, if God gave us lips to tell just how wonderful, just how marvelous, just how magnificent is creation, then why is it so hard for us to care for it?  
There are many reasons we who are human take advantage of the part of creation that is not human, but one reason that caught my breath in my throat and caused me to stop and truly ponder, one of these reasons might be found in the very pages of our Bible.

Though Chris read to you a creation story from Genesis 2, did you know that it is the second creation story found in the Bible?  The other creation story is found in Genesis 1 and when you compare the two, the ways in which we are invited to be in relationship with the earth are dramatically different.   You’ve already heard Genesis 2 this morning, but let me remind you of what is in Genesis 1.
In Genesis 1 we hear the majesty and power; the poetic brilliance of the writer as he records, “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth, and the earth was without form and void, and darkness was upon the face of the deep and the Spirit of God moved upon the waters.  And God said let there be light and there was light.”
  
We who are most familiar with this version of creation find comfort as the text moves from the creation of light to the scattering of darkness.   We find beauty in the symmetry of the separation of day from night and water from land, and the brightness of the sun compared to the lesser lights of the moon and stars.  We fall lovingly in between the familiar words when we hear God speak and the world teems with vegetation, when we hear God speak and the whales and the eagles, the creeping things and the crawling things take their place upon the stage of the world.  

We are mesmerized and can see in the midst of our own imagination the verdant nature of this perfect creation.  And then into what we know as Eden, the Triune God speaks in the language of community and says, let us, make humankind in our image.  Let us make male and female, in our likeness.  And all at once God creates humanity and invites us be generative, to be fruitful and to multiply.  And then, for me, the magnificence of this text shifts; for the next words out of the Divine mouth are instructions for the man and the woman to have dominion over and to subdue creation.
Beloved of God, if this is the only creation story we hold in our hearts, and if we do not know its context, we are subject to relate to creation in devastating ways.  If this is the only creation story we know, then we are likely to get into deep trouble.  For the words dominion and subdue are difficult words for me to speak.   In the Hebrew the word for dominate is Radah and it means to tread, to subjugate, to overpower, to take by force.  And the word subdue is no kinder.  The Hebrew word for subdue is pronounced kavash and it means to bring into bondage, to make subservient, and even to violate.  
If Genesis 1 is the only creation story we know, we are likely to assume the earth is ours for the plucking, ours for the taking; likely to assume it is here only to serve us, only for our pleasure, only for us to empty and from which we may endlessly take. 
However, we must understand the context of Genesis 1, then and only then can we take in why the beauty of this passage is marred with such violence.  Here is what is almost never preached from pulpits or taught in Sunday School classes; despite its placement as the very first story in the Biblical the text, despite its primacy and its poetic power; Genesis 1 is not the first creation story.  This beautiful introduction to our Bibles was told and retold down through the ages, but if scholars are right, it was not written down until the time of the great Babylonian exile.  Genesis one found its way from story to page when the Israelites were in bondage, were enslaved.  

While in captivity the Israelites learned of Marduk, the Babylonian god.  He was purported to be a god of great power and the stories of his fierce conquest seemed to set him up as more powerful than the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob; so powerful that he could take captive the people of Israel’s God. 
But the Israelites, who trusted they would not always be captive, who believed their God was the true God, while in captivity wrote down the story of the world’s creation declaring that their God could and would subdue all forces, could and would be victorious.  Their God could and would separate darkness from light, could and would separate day from night, could and would subdue chaos and bring out of it order, could and had once long ago breathed breath into all that moved, all that had their being.

The Israelites described their God as Elohim, the creator God.  They described him as Elohim the God who could and would dominate and subdue anything and everything and make it obey, including light and darkness, the heaven and earth, day and night and the Babylonian god Marduk.  And the God of the Israelites could do it all in a matter of six days.  
Can you see it?  Do you know now why the creation story of Genesis 1 carries with it the power to force, the power to subjugate, the power to overcome, the power to subdue, the power of dominion.  The God of Genesis 1, described as Elohim the Almighty, was able to do these things and because he was able, because he is able, God’s people would not always be in captivity’s clutch.

But if we take the story that was written during a time of enslavement, written to provide hope, and use it as the standard by which we engage creation now, we are subject to our own brand of trouble.   

So what are we to do?  Well, there is another creation story in Genesis 2 and it is oh so different.  It is not only different; it is older than the story in Genesis 1.   The story in Genesis 2 was written while God’s people were free and following their God during times of promise, before the Babylonian exile.

As you heard Chris read it, or as you have compared the flow of the texts as laid out on page 7 of your bulletin;
 you will see there are deep and profound differences.  In Genesis 2 there is no tyranny of days; those who received this story were not marking time trying to count the days until their slavery would be at an end.  In Genesis 2 there is no chaos, because in the lives of those who first heard these words, chaos was not at hand.  In Genesis 2 God is not described by a title but addressed by the name given to God’s people by God himself, Yahweh.  

The story in Genesis 2 begins with God creating earth and then heaven and then God brings up a mist to water the world.  Once the world has been refreshed, before one leaf, before one leaping or crawling thing, before the first bird sings, God creates the man and breathes him into life.  And then God designs a garden for him and sets him in the midst of it. And once the earth is teeming with life, even before God creates the woman, God speaks to the man, to the adam his purpose, to dress and keep the garden.  

In Genesis 2 the words used to describe the man’s purpose, his relationship to the earth, are not to subjugate or dominate, they are to dress and to till.  To dress, in Hebrew avad, means to work for, to serve, to hold in high honor.  To till, shamar, means to keep, to watch over, to protect, to guard, to treasure and to celebrate.  

In Genesis 2 there is no need to dominate or subjugate, there is only a need to hold precious and dear, to take care of and to treasure and to look toward the well being of creation, this great gift God had given.

I sense in our lives we have chosen to base our relationship with creation on the ways of Genesis 1 instead of Genesis 2.  And I fear because we have done so, our world continues to weaken, continues to lose its beauty and suffer deep loss.

I sense our world, as Paul says, is groaning and waiting for Christ to return, to fully redeem the brokenness of creation and to adopt it back into the fullness of health and wholeness.  I sense that you and I are restless too, that we are groaning knowing we are not in right relationship with creation or with the God that gave it to us as gift.  And so what are we to do?  How are we to right this portion of the broken relationship?
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The advertisement on the front of the bulletin gives us a beginning place.  What if we saw ourselves as holding up creation as the crown of our being?  What if we saw ourselves as the keepers, the protectors, the ones who wish only to celebrate creation’s glory?  What if we heard ourselves singing “He gave us eyes to see them and lips that we might tell, how Great is God Almighty who has made all things well”, and we believed it so much so that we would not pollute or support companies that polluted, we would not waste nor would we support systems that needlessly wasted, that we would not take for granted the forests or the oceans, the pastures or the air.  But instead we would insist on giving back to creation only what was good?  What if we saw ourselves, saw humanity, as the arm and hand tasked with holding the crown of the tree, the glory of creation, what if we saw ourselves that way and deeply lived into that purpose?  
Well, we cannot answer for one another, neither can we answer for the people of the world.  But we can consider the possibility of change and, on the eve of Lent, if you and I have chosen no other discipline to follow, we can spend these 40 days focused on the God of our salvation made known to us in Christ, by caring for the creation given us and from which we were made.  There is a handout on the Narthex Counter;
 it includes 100 ways to serve the earth.  What a Lenten practice it would be if we moved from Genesis 1’s subjugation and domination of the earth to the caring and tilling role offered us in Genesis 2.  I do believe caring and tilling is humanity’s task, and I know it is creation’s hope.  Yes God, the choir sang rightly, you have made all things well, now teach us to keep them in good fashion.    Amen. 
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AND WHAT SHALL WE MAKE OF TWO STORIES OF CREATION?
	Genesis 1:3 – 2:24

Designation of Days                
God is called Elohim
	Genesis 2:4-25

No designation of days.           
God is called Yahweh

	Day One (1:3-5):  

God speaks and moves on the face of the waters (meaning chaos) and out of nothing; the first command is given and light appears.  Light and darkness are separated, day and night are named.
	(2:4b-5)
  God begins by creating the earth and the heavens (different order from Genesis 1).  No plants were present because there was no rain had fallen and no human had been created to till the earth.

	Day Two (1:6-8):

The firmament and the waters are separated.  Heaven is separated from earth.
	(2:6) A mist rises up from the earth and waters the whole world.

	Day Three(1:9-13):

Earth and seas are separated and the Earth bursts forth with vegetation.   
	(2:7) God forms the adam (Hebrew for humankind) out of the dust of the ground and breathes into him the Ruach, the breath of God.

	Day Four (1:14-19): Lights appear in the firmament to delineate day from night; sun moon and stars are now at home in the heavens.  
	(2:8) Then and only then, God plants a garden and places the man in the garden.

	Day Five (1:20-23):

The waters of the earth now teem with life and the fowl of the air are created.  God blessed this part of creation and invited generativity among all species.
	(2:9) Details about the garden follow.  Trees pleasant for sight, good for food and of life and of knowledge grow up.

	Day Six (1:24-31):

The land of the earth now brings forth its living creatures.  And male and female, together are created, in the image and likeness of the Divine “Us”.  They are called to be fruitful and to multiply.  They are called to have dominion over the earth and to subdue it.  
	(2:10-14)  Rivers begin to flow

	Day Seven (21-4a):

God rests and blesses the day of rest.
	(2:15-17)  The Adam is placed in the garden to till it and to take care of it and instructed that he may eat of every tree except the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil.

	
	(2:18-21) It is noted it is not good for man to be alone.  God creates, out of the dust of the earth all living creatures and brought them to the adam to name.

	
	(2:21-24) The Lord causes the adam to sleep and woman is created.  They are naked and know no shame.


�Please see,  � HYPERLINK "http://www.bionomicfuel.com/loss-of-tropical-rainforest-biome-may-be-a-catastrophe-for-mankind" �http://www.bionomicfuel.com/loss-of-tropical-rainforest-biome-may-be-a-catastrophe-for-mankind�. 





� Please see, � HYPERLINK "http://www.oprah.com/world/Ocean-Pollution-Fabien-Cousteaus-Warning-to-the-World/2" �http://www.oprah.com/world/Ocean-Pollution-Fabien-Cousteaus-Warning-to-the-World/2�.





� Please see, � HYPERLINK "http://www.farmland.org/resources/fote/default.asp" �http://www.farmland.org/resources/fote/default.asp�.





�Genesis 1:1-3 King James Version.


� For those reading this on line, please see the table on page 5 of this sermon.


� Please see http://www.seql.org/100ways.cfm.
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