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It’s Father’s Day, and on father’s day I love to hear the stories of dads and their children.  I love to hear Lucia Beth and Bonnie talk about their father, Pastor Steve, about his sense of humor and his love for them.  And you should just watch Sandy Schroeder’s eyes, Cindy Alton’s expression or Bob Reekie’s smile as they talk about their dads; one who had a dream for Barrington, another who loved and took care of the needs of this church, and another who taught his son as they gardened.  On Father’s day I love to remember moments when children really bragged about their dad’s, like the day Taylor Alton told me her dad made the best hamburgers in the world or the Sunday when Andrew Majzan, told me with a smile, he would not be at coffee hour because he and his dad were going to a Bears game.  To see these kinds of son/dad or daughter/dad relationships is a blessing beyond measure.  

And on Father’s day lots of dads are given gifts or taken to dinner.  But the best gift a father can get on this day is not something that can be found in a catalog or cooked up on a grill, the best gift is nothing that can be made or bought; the best gift given to a dad is the proof that his child has taken the very best of what he has to offer, taken the very best of his teaching and his love, his experience and his beliefs and melded them into their being.  The very best gift a father can receive is the knowledge that their child has become the best person they can be and that he has played a part in that becoming.
And, beloved of God, it is not so different with us or with our God. God has given us the very best of God’s self, a sort of divine DNA, and it is made clear to us in our Genesis text this morning.  For right their from the beginning, right their when human kind was first given the breath of life, we are told that the Divine being chose to make us, male and female, to make us in his image and in his likeness.  
In the Hebrew text the word image means we are made according to the very picture of God.  The Hebrew word tselem (tseh'·lem)
 means we resemble, means we carry in our being, the appearance of God.  We are made in God’s image.  At our best we resemble God.  At our best we resemble the light of God, that’s why Matthew tells us we are the light of the world.
  At our best we resemble the beauty of God.  That’s why the Prophet Ezekiel said “[T]he splendor God has given you made your beauty perfect.”
  At our best, we resemble the power of God; for you will remember Jesus said, and you shall have power after the Spirit has come upon you.  Yes, we are made in God’s image, from God’s spiritual DNA, and that makes us very good.  
But the Genesis text Bunny read does not stop there.  Not only are we made in the image of God, we are also made in God’s likeness.  The likeness, the dĕmuwth (dem·üth')
 of God carries within its meaning the notion of behaving in like manner.  So not only do we resemble God we bear within us the manners, the attributes, the dĕmuwth, the likeness of God.  Just like God, we have the capacity to be holy, which means we are set apart as sacred, as special, we are set apart to be used by God.  Without a doubt God has placed within us the ability to be righteous, to stand in right relationship with God.  We bear within our being the manner of God, the manner that we hear about in the 86th Psalm; we have within us the compassion, grace, patience, and mercy of God.
And beloved of God, on this Father’s Day, when we like the ancient ones who wrote our Biblical text think about God as father,
 the best gift we can give our heavenly Father is not anything we might find in a catalog or cook up on a grill, it is not anything that can be made or bought; the best gift we can give the God who created us and placed the divine image in us and likeness on us is to show God that we have taken in God’s teaching and God’s love; that we have taken God’s image and likeness and we have become the best we can be.  On this Father’s day the gift our God desires from our lives is that we imitate the God of our creation and take into the world God’s image and likeness and make a difference as our God taught.  

That’s why I think it is so fitting that our Mission Trip team is here to present their stories today.  For their efforts and their prayers, their tithe of time and talent in serving others, is evidence that they have within them God’s light and power and that they have know their God would have them be gracious and giving in service, compassionate and focused on building community.  Yes, on this Father’s Day the gifts our Mission Team gave the Irving Park Community and give us is the evidence that they know they are their Father’s children and they have followed his teaching with their lives.

And what about us?  What gift will we give the God who created us, the God who loves us, the God who has given us his image and his likeness?  What gift will we give to make our heavenly parent proud, what gift will we give to show we follow his teachings and in his name intend to make the world better?  
Indeed, what would the world be if we who are God’s children chose to go into the world with hearts of grace, hands of mercy, mouths of truths, lives of patience and ways of compassion and love?  What would our world be if we, who call ourselves the children of God, offered the kind of compassion to those who are without the means to make it on their own – the kind of compassion Jesus offered to the blind beggar who sat beside the rode?  What would our world be if we acted on the grace that is in us as children of God, the kind of grace that Jesus describes as he teaches the disciples that it is their responsibility to care for the children, care for the hungry, care for the homeless, care for the sick?  Yes, what would be different about our world if we were patient with one another, patient with those with whom we have differences, patient enough to listen and learn, to listen and change?  What would change in our neighborhoods, in our places of work, in our hearts if the most important thing we set out to do each day was to be the bearers of love, to be love as John tells us our God is love?

My brothers and my sisters, this kind of behavior, this kind of living is exactly what we are called to do.  That is exactly what we were formed to do and this would be our greatest gift to God who is father and mother, spirit and friend.  
God has placed within his children, placed within us, the image of light and beauty, the likeness of grace and compassion, the power of love and patience; and we, if we are going to honor our heavenly Father, we must take these gifts and show our God that we have learned, that we have been changed, that we do understand the power and the wonder of our spiritual DNA; and that we will do our best to live up to what we have been given as we go out into the world to make the difference our God desires us to make.

And so my question on this Father’s Day is this, how will we show God we love him?  How will we honor our God on this day and every day?  What gift will we bring?  It’s not a tie that God wants, but it is the tithe of your time and talent, just like our mission trip team shared with our brothers and sisters in Irving Park.  What gift will we bring?  God does not need a pair of socks but would deeply appreciate the power of our voices speaking out for equity and justice in the world, as we speak for places like Kids Hope United, as we speak for Kids Hope United, and all whom they serve.  What Father’s Day gift will we bring?  There is no doohickey God needs or wants but the God who created us and loves us longs for our determined dedication to be his hands and eyes, his touch and love in this world.
And so, as we go from this place to celebrate dads and men who serve as surrogate dads everywhere we, God’s own children, must consider how we will celebrate the God of our lives, with our lives.  Our closing hymn give us a bit of a hint, God who stretched the spangled heavens, infinite in time and place, flung the suns in burning radiance, through the silent fields of space.  We your children, in your likeness, share inventive powers with you; great Creator, still creating, show us what we yet may do.  May we, on this Father’s Day know the gift of being God’s child, made in God’s likeness and image, and may God graciously show us what we yet may do. 
� In the Hebrew the word tselem (tseh'·lem) is spelled, צלם, and means to resemble, to look like, to carry a semblance of.  This information is taken from Strong’s Hebrew English Dictionary of the Bible.


� Matthew 5:14.


� Ezekiel 16:14.


� In the Hebrew the word dĕmuwth (dem·üth') is spelled דמות and carries within its meaning to behave in like manner.


� Though the ancients wrote about God primarily as Father we know that God is neither male nor female and can be referred to in many, many different ways.  However, on this Father’s Day we will take advantage of the ancient’s way of describing the God of their faith as Father.
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