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Beloved of God, you see our sister Pam sitting before you, knitting away with swift and easy skill.  

· Pam, tell us what are you knitting and for whom?

· How have you chosen the materials you are using, the needles, the yarn, the pattern, the colors?

· And why, our Sister, would you knit him something so intricate; something that takes so much time, when there are many items you might purchase?

Beloved of God, as we watch Pam knit this wonderful gift for her son, as we watch her spend her time and energy moving with deft ability and joyful quickness, please know what you see this morning is not just Pam, but what you see is a beautiful image of God.  
Pam loves Daniel so much that she would give him nothing less than her best.  Pam has chosen to spend her energy, give of her time, and create for her beloved something unique, something different, something that will exist only for him, belong only to him.  Thought others may own this same pair of needles, though others may have obtained a portion of this same skein of yarn; no one will have brought the needles to bear to make what Pam is making, no one will have conceptualized the design or the pattern, the shape or the size, no one will have created what Pam is creating for Daniel to share, to own, to wear.  
Yes my brothers and sisters, as you watch Pam you are watching the likeness of God, for just as sure as Pam is preparing a gift for Daniel, a gift of her knitting, so God prepared and knit you as a great and wonderful gift to God’s self and to the world.  God chose to come close, into the inward and delicate parts of your mother’s womb, chose to come in close and in the intimacy of the moment your life began, the Divine fingers of God began to fly fast with swift and easy skill to knit together that which was destined in the heart of God to be you.  Only there could God give you what was best, not something that had been given to another, not something that would or could ever belong to another; only in the quiet beauty of your mother’s womb would God make real the design and pattern, the shape and size, the beauty and the strength of the person that is you.

Bonnie there is no other like you even though Lucia Beth shares DNA; you are both distinct and marvelous.  Wayne there is no other like you and that is not because you are an only child, it is because you were always a unique design in the mind of God.  Bill there is no one with your pattern or you weave, Margaret God knit no other with the skein that he used for you.  Taylor you are unique in the world and no other design was in the heart of God when he created you, Hannah you alone were God’s great work.  Khyleigh you are unique and filled with gifts like no other, Jacob you are unique, Glenna you are unique, Jennifer you are unique, Christy and Brian you are unique, Lauren and Tom, you are unique, each of you, each of us is individually crafted and created, individually knit together by a God who loves us more than we can ever imagine.
And each of us has gifts, given by God.  Each of us has gifts given to make the world, God’s world a better place.  And so my brothers and sisters, let no tell you that you are not precious and worth more that money can every buy.  Let no one tell you, let no one rob you of your God given status one created to share gifts with this age.  Let no one speak to you any differently than does the 139th Psalm, for there we hear we are God’s marvelous, complex, and wonderful workmanship and this our souls are called to know and to believe.  You are God’s specially created and designed soul, make sure you know this to be truth deep within. 
Ah, but if Pam were to give Daniel this tie, this knitted gift so filled with love and hope; if she were to give him this precious, marvelous, wonderful, thing and he were to hide it from the world, how would Pam feel?  When Daniel receives this gift if he thinks it too beautiful to be displayed or, conversely, if he thinks what in the world was my mother thinking a multi-colored knitted tie; though the gift would still exist, it would not; it could not be the blessing its creator intended it to be.

Any creator of unique and wonderful gifts hopes that the one who receives them will cherish them, will use them to brighten the world.  One who has toiled to create a hand crafted gift desires that it be shared in as many ways as possible.  So it is as Pam gives this gift to Daniel; so it is as God gives good gifts to us.  

Paul, in his letter to the Church at Corinth tells clearly that each of us, each of us, has been given gifts by the Spirit of the living God.  Each of us has been chosen and equipped, on purpose and for a purpose, with a set of gifts given by the same power that knit us together in our mother’s wombs.
And just like Pam hopes Daniel will not hide this gift, God hopes we will not hide ours.  God hopes we will not see our gifts as something so great that we should not share them or so meager that no one would want to us to share them.  

God has given us gifts and Paul tells us that they were always meant to be shared, always meant to be used for the common good, for the benefit of those around us, for the building of God’s kingdom, for the glory of God’s name.

You have a gift.  You have more than one gift.  And the challenge for those of us who love God is to ask both what are our gifts and how might we use them for God’s glory.  
And I have a flash for you, beloved of God; your gifts are not necessarily those things that you do most well.  Let me say that again, your gifts are not necessarily those things that you do most well.  You can be very good at something but each time you do it; it can drain you and rob you of all joy.  Your gifts, the gifts God has given you, are the things that make you sing.
Yes sing!  And in this case the word sing is an acronym.  S. I. N. G.
  The “S” is for success, the “I” is for instinct, the “N” is for needs and the “G” is for growth.  Your gifts are the things that make you sing.  Your gifts bring you success, not success in the way the world invites us to see success, but your gifts bring you the kind of success that gives you that deep down feeling of joy that surpasses happiness, that surpasses anything money can buy.  It is that success that lets you sleep knowing you have made a difference, the success that lets you smile even when no one else knows what you have done.  Your gifts make you sing, they bring you a success that speaks to gifts God has knit into your being and who knows you will use in God’s name to make the world a better place.
Your gifts make you sing because they are instinctive; you do not even have to think about them, they are just a part of what makes you, you.  Kim does not have to think about the joy she derives from singing it just is, it is instinct.  Natasha does not have to think about the beauty of her being as she moves with the music she plays, it’s one of her gifts it’s just instinct.   Bonnie does not work hard at being an email angel and sending encouraging words to her pastor, it just rolls out of her computer it is an instinct, it is one of her gifts.  Lillian does not think about the wonderful stories she tells, it’s part of her, it’s an instinct, it is one of her gifts.
Success, Instinct and Growth; your gifts cause you to grow.  They cause you to want to stretch farther and learn more, they excite you and you want to get better and better.  Your gifts cause you to seek out knowledge and deepen your understanding and it is all done with delight and with joy.

Success, Instinct Growth and Needs and when you are living into your gifts, when you are walking in the places and living out what God originally knit into you it meets your needs.  When you are operating in your gifts, your human body might get tired, but your spirit self soars and sings.  When you are sharing your gifts you may need a nap but you awake refreshed looking forward to the next opportunity to do it all over again.  Your gifts cause you to sing; they bring you success, they are so much a part of you, you operate in them by instinct, your gifts make way for you to grow and in them and through them your needs are met.
Beloved of God, your God knit into you gifts as sure as Pam is knitting into this tie both color and design.  Your gifts are yours, given by God only to you; just as sure as this tie will be a gift only to Daniel.
And now we who worship on the corner of Lincoln and Grove, now we who have approved a long range plan, now we call ourselves Compassionate Christians, now we are called to identify our gifts, to identify those things that make us sing.  Those of you who chose to join us in Sunday School for the next five weeks are going to do just that.  We are going to use a book by the author who coined the acronym SING and we are going to see what God will teach us about our gifts and about becoming the best we can be.  The author’s name is Marcus Buckingham and he has written a book entitled The Truth About You.  There are handouts on the Narthex Counter that will guide you through the first few pages of his book.  If you can join us beginning next Sunday, great, and if you cannot, you are welcome to read along with us.  But rest assured, the discerning of our gifts, the discovery of what God is calling each of us to will be a part of our task as a church even beyond this next Sunday School class, it will be a part of our task as we go forward into the future God has in store.   

Beloved of God, join me in praying that God will show us each our gifts, so that we can accept God’s invitation to be the best us we can be, individually and collectively; for God has knit within each of us gifts; gifts that will make a difference in this world.  Yes, we are on our way to being the best us we can be, and I cannot wait to see what God will do.  God, who knit us together on purpose and for a purpose as lovingly as Pam sits before us knitting now.  

Come beloved of God let us ask what gifts shall we bring, what present what token, let us ask what words can convey the joy of this day, when grateful we come remembering rejoicing, let us sing and offer God honor and praise.   
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� During this sermon a congregant of the Church, Pam Andruss, will sit in front of the congregation and knit an article of clothing for her son, Daniel.  She will also answer, extemporaneously the questions asked by the preacher.  Therefore, the audio version of the sermon (please see � HYPERLINK "http://www.ccbarrington.org" �www.ccbarrington.org� for May 9, 2010) may be somewhat different.  As God leads, we will follow.


� The acronym S.I.N.G. is taken from the book, The Truth About You by Marcus Buckingham, published by Thomas Nelson (Nashville).





