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The Gospel of Mark is the shortest among the four.  It moves quickly and does not burden itself with explaining how the Messiah came.  No shepherds or angels fill the first few lines of Mark.  No lists of who begot whom crowd out the essential nature of the good news.  Jesus, who simply appears on the stage of time, announces with power and authority, “The time has come; the Kingdom of God is near.  Repent and believe the good news.”
The time has come, not the chronological time of ancient sun dials or modern Greenwich Mean Time, no the fullness of time has come.  The kairos moment has come.  Kairos, the Greek word Jesus uses for time in the 14th verse of Mark 1, is a special kind of time; it is time outside of time, it is the time appointed by God alone.  Kairos is that opportune time when God brings all things into order.  Kairos is the fullness of time when all creation finds itself ready to receive the Divine.  It was the right time, the time God had chosen for the Kingdom to come.  
That’s what Jesus came to preach.  That’s what Jesus came to inaugurate, the Kingdom of God.  The kairos moment had come, the Kingdom of God was near, repent and believe, this is the good news.  Always on the lips pf Jesus was the message of the good news of the Kingdom, and it was always a matter of urgent importance.
   The central message of Jesus’ preaching, the central ethic of his life, death and resurrection, the central hope of the people to whom he came all is held within an understanding of the Kingdom.  
Throughout the text Jesus provides similes for the Kingdom.  The Kingdom is like a sower who goes forth to sow and reaps in abundance after ridding the field of the weeds.  It is like a costly pearl, a pearl of great price.  It is like a mustard seed small in the beginning, but growing to be the greatest of all trees.  It is like a net cast wide where all of the fish suitable for nourishment are kept and the others thrown away.  It is like a lump of leaven that increases the offering of bread to the hungry.

He even tells us how we might obtain the Kingdom?  One sells all that he has and gives it to the poor.  One becomes as a little child.  One accepts an invitation to a great feast, an invitation you can never hope to repay and one that is given with such expansive grace that it must not be refused.  

But for all of Jesus’ teaching and preaching about the Kingdom of God
 – and if you are interested in seeing a list of the mentions in just the Gospel of Matthew, they are appended to the end of this sermon found on the counter in the Fellowship Hall –never once does he pause to actually define it.  Never once does anyone in his listening audience interrupt to say, Master, we know what the Kingdom of God is like, but we want you to tell us what it actually is!  On the contrary, Jesus uses the term as if anyone who listened to him would have understood it perfectly.  And indeed, this was the case.  
A deep and old understanding of the Kingdom of God lay within the vocabulary of every Jew.  It was something they longed for desperately.  It was the Kingdom they knew as told in the 9th chapter of the Prophet Isaiah.  It was God’s Kingdom, the Kingdom that was no longer in anguish, the Kingdom where now a great light of hope and truth shines brightly.  All who gathered to inspect Jesus’ words would have known that God’s Kingdom is a Kingdom of plenty and abundance, a Kingdom where no one is oppressed and where no one needs garments of war for peace has broken out across the land.  This is the Kingdom where the Prince of Peace will establish justice and righteousness.  This is the Kingdom that will last for ever.  The zeal, the power, the word, the hand of the Lord God Jehovah will make it so!
Yes those who listened to Jesus knew the promise of Isaiah 9.  They knew the promise and the hope of the Kingdom of God.  But to us the idea of the Kingdom of God, this subject of the good news, is a term quite strange.  Yet, Beloved of God, if we are to understand the life of Jesus we must seek to know the meaning of the Kingdom.
When we think of kingdoms we think of physical places made up of precincts and winding streets.  But the Kingdom of God is not a place, it is not a district bound by spatial guidelines or square miles calculable by a human mind.  God’s Kingdom is a district that knows no limits.  It is a realm where the only boundaries are love and peace, abundance and joy.  Its longitude and latitude are marked off by righteousness and justice.  And its location is found anywhere where the perfect will of God is and all is well.  The Kingdom is a realm, it is a way of being that by its nature creates a space where all are safe, where all are fed, where there is no strife and light shines illumining a place of perfection.
Every aspect of Jesus’ life was intended to make available a glimpse of the Kingdom.  Every action, every word gave insight into the Kingdom.  When Jesus healed a man possessed by demons, God’s Kingdom come for the powers of the darkness will not, in the Kingdom, be able to bind the minds or the hearts of those who reside there.  When Jesus fed the 5,000, God’s Kingdom come, because in the realm of the Kingdom no one will want for the good things of life.  When Jesus taught the law of love; love your God, love your neighbor, love your enemy, love yourself, God’s Kingdom come, for the way of the Kingdom will be love, so much so that enemies will become friends, and hatred will be no more.  Yes when he challenged the corrupt authority of the Pharisees and the disciples; when he told the woman caught in adultery I condemn you not, go and sin no more; when he raised Lazarus from the dead; when he called the disciples to be perfect as God is perfect – God’s Kingdom come – for corruption has no place in the Kingdom, grace and pardon are hallmarks of the Kingdom, death shall be placed outside of the boundaries of the Kingdom and those who enter will be made perfect in God’s image.  Everything Jesus taught and did pointed to, gave a glimpse of, and offered entrance into the Kingdom.
God’s Kingdom in Jesus has come! 
But wait one minute Zina, Jesus came, by the reports of the Gospel, over 2,000 years ago.  Given this we have had a couple of millennia to see this Kingdom come, and as far as my reading of the papers or my viewing of the nightly network news report, the Kingdom of abundance and peace, joy and love about which you speak is yet to come.  So where is the beef, where is the relief, where is the reality or the good news of the Kingdom?
Your question is legitimate.  For how can we believe in a thing that seems emptied of its meaning and void of its promise in our day?  How can we grasp its meaning or herald its coming when its presence seems lost?  Beloved of God, the answer to your inquiry is found in the very prayer we pray together each Sunday.  The answer is found in one word.  When we pray “Thy Kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven,”
  the answer lives in the verb “to come”. In the text of the Lord’s Prayer the verb to come is used at once in two simultaneous ways.  It is used in both the past tense and as a gerund.  English teachers take notice, I was listening in class.  The past tense use of the verb “to come” means the Kingdom has come, it has already interrupted the way of the world and has come to make a difference, has come to bring the Kingdom, has come in the coming of Jesus to make all things new.  And, as a gerund, the verb to come is understood as action that is yet continuing, as action that is not yet completed.  God’s Kingdom has come in Jesus and is coming each and every day of our lives.   
You and I, beloved of God, live in the time where the Kingdom has come, but is not yet fully come.  The Kingdom of God has already been released into the world in the person of Jesus.  Its beginning were tiny in the first century, but like the mustard seed, like the leaven that increases the bread it will grow, nothing will stop it and in the end it will rein over all victorious.  But it is not yet fully come.  Not until Jesus returns will all things be put finally under his control, not until he returns will powers of evil have to relinquish their role and their power.  But the Kingdom is coming, that day will come, and those who love our God will see it from a position on earth or a position in heaven.  
But what do we do in the face of the pain and the heartache that we see all around us?  What do we do as we wait for the Kingdom to fully come?  We hold to the words of the Savior that the gates of hell will not ultimately prevail against the Kingdom of God.  We believe what he says when he tells us that he has risen with all power in his hands.  We hold fast to the truth that God’s Kingdom will fully come, that it is the final authority and Christ will reign triumphant over all creation.
And as we wait for the Kingdom to fully come we must recognize Christ’s call to us to be reflections of the Kingdom.  It is not our task to build it or to bring the Kingdom; but it is our task to be its ambassadors.
  We are bound by its ethic and its principles; we are bound by our relationship with Christ to speak of its love, to work for its justice, to strive for its peace, and to herald its righteousness.  We are its representatives and as we represent its truth and hope in our lives and in our work we show we are Christ’s own and the people of God.

And so we come to the place where we ask what must we do?  Matthew again gives us the answer.  Seek ye first the Kingdom of heaven, seek first the way of the one who taught what the Kingdom is, seek the things he taught us to do, and everything else will be added to you.  How are we to do this?  Well I am sure I would insult some among you with what I will say next.  I am sure I will insult some because it is so simple, too simple.  I learned this from my grandfather.  At the end of each day, as he tucked us into bed, he asked us, “What did you learn and who did you help?”  They were questions that caused each of his many grandchildren to reflect on our day and how we carried ourselves, how we represented him and our family name.  
In like fashion at the end of the day, I would ask you, as your heavenly parent tucks you in, to hear Christ ask, how did you represent me, my Kingdom today?  How did you represent the truth of my call to men and women to repent, to turn and go the way of peace, to go the way of hope, to go the way of salvation, to go the way of love?  How did you represent my Kingdom today?  How did you help to bring about enough, how to you help to invite those to the great banquet feast of the Lord, how did you teach the good news of my coming and the coming of the Kingdom of God?  How did you represent, reflect my Kingdom today.

When I was a child if I did not have an answer for my Grandfather, if I had not learned a new thing or helped a person along my way, he would look at me with eyes of love and concern and gently encourage me to try again the next day.  How did you reflect your Christ’s Kingdom today?  If you have no answer, the one who loves you and who sits and the right hand of God, is looking at you with eyes of love and eyes of concern, for you are his hands and his feet, his voice and his touch and you are his only representative of the Kingdom in your being.

Here is the good news, the Kingdom has come, repent, turn and come this way, for the Kingdom has need of us and we have need of the Kingdom.  Seek God’s Kingdom, represent it always, and God, our God, made known in Christ will do the rest.
Amen.

THE USE OF THE CONCEPT OF THE KINGDOM
IN THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW

New International Version

	Mat 3:2
	"Repent, for the Kingdom of heaven is near." 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=4&v=17&t=NIV" \l "17" Mat 4:17
	From that time on Jesus began to preach, "Repent, for the Kingdom of heaven is near." 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=4&v=23&t=NIV" \l "23" Mat 4:23
	Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the Kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people. 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=5&v=3&t=NIV" \l "3" Mat 5:3
	"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven. 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=5&v=10&t=NIV" \l "10" Mat 5:10
	Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven. 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=5&v=19&t=NIV" \l "19" Mat 5:19
	Anyone who breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the Kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the Kingdom of heaven. 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=5&v=20&t=NIV" \l "20" Mat 5:20
	For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the Kingdom of heaven. 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=6&v=10&t=NIV" \l "10" Mat 6:10
	your Kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=6&v=33&t=NIV" \l "33" Mat 6:33
	But seek first his Kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=7&v=21&t=NIV" \l "21" Mat 7:21
	"Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the Kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=8&v=11&t=NIV" \l "11" Mat 8:11
	I say to you that many will come from the east and the west, and will take their places at the feast with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the Kingdom of heaven. 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=8&v=12&t=NIV" \l "12" Mat 8:12
	But the subjects of the Kingdom will be thrown outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth." 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=9&v=35&t=NIV" \l "35" Mat 9:35
	Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the Kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=10&v=7&t=NIV" \l "7" Mat 10:7
	As you go, preach this message: 'The Kingdom of heaven is near.' 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=11&v=11&t=NIV" \l "11" Mat 11:11
	I tell you the truth: Among those born of women there has not risen anyone greater than John the Baptist; yet he who is least in the Kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=11&v=12&t=NIV" \l "12" Mat 11:12
	From the days of John the Baptist until now, the Kingdom of heaven has been forcefully advancing, and forceful men lay hold of it. 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=12&v=25&t=NIV" \l "25" Mat 12:25
	Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them, "Every Kingdom divided against itself will be ruined, and every city or household divided against itself will not stand. 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=12&v=26&t=NIV" \l "26" Mat 12:26
	If Satan drives out Satan, he is divided against himself. How then can his Kingdom stand? 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=12&v=28&t=NIV" \l "28" Mat 12:28
	But if I drive out demons by the Spirit of God, then the Kingdom of God has come upon you. 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=13&v=11&t=NIV" \l "11" Mat 13:11
	He replied, "The knowledge of the secrets of the Kingdom of heaven has been given to you, but not to them. 

	Mat 13:19
	When anyone hears the message about the Kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is the seed sown along the path. 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=13&v=24&t=NIV" \l "24" Mat 13:24
	Jesus told them another parable: "The Kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field. 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=13&v=31&t=NIV" \l "31" Mat 13:31
	He told them another parable: "The Kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his field. 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=13&v=33&t=NIV" \l "33" Mat 13:33
	He told them still another parable: "The Kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed into a large amount* of flour until it worked all through the dough." 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=13&v=38&t=NIV" \l "38" Mat 13:38
	The field is the world, and the good seed stands for the sons of the Kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=13&v=41&t=NIV" \l "41" Mat 13:41
	The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his Kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil. 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=13&v=43&t=NIV" \l "43" Mat 13:43
	Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the Kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear. 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=13&v=44&t=NIV" \l "44" Mat 13:44
	"The Kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field. 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=13&v=45&t=NIV" \l "45" Mat 13:45
	"Again, the Kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=13&v=47&t=NIV" \l "47" Mat 13:47
	"Once again, the Kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let down into the lake and caught all kinds of fish. 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=13&v=52&t=NIV" \l "52" Mat 13:52
	He said to them, "Therefore every teacher of the law who has been instructed about the Kingdom of heaven is like the owner of a house who brings out of his storeroom new treasures as well as old." 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=16&v=19&t=NIV" \l "19" Mat 16:19
	I will give you the keys of the Kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be* bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be* loosed in heaven." 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=16&v=28&t=NIV" \l "28" Mat 16:28
	I tell you the truth, some who are standing here will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his Kingdom." 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=18&v=1&t=NIV" \l "1" Mat 18:1
	At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, "Who is the greatest in the Kingdom of heaven?" 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=18&v=3&t=NIV" \l "3" Mat 18:3
	And he said: "I tell you the truth, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the Kingdom of heaven. 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=18&v=4&t=NIV" \l "4" Mat 18:4
	Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the Kingdom of heaven. 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=18&v=23&t=NIV" \l "23" Mat 18:23
	"Therefore, the Kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=19&v=12&t=NIV" \l "12" Mat 19:12
	For some are eunuchs because they were born that way; others were made that way by men; and others have renounced marriage*because of the Kingdom of heaven. The one who can accept this should accept it." 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=19&v=14&t=NIV" \l "14" Mat 19:14
	Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the Kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these." 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=19&v=23&t=NIV" \l "23" Mat 19:23
	Then Jesus said to his disciples, "I tell you the truth, it is hard for a rich man to enter the Kingdom of heaven. 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=19&v=24&t=NIV" \l "24" Mat 19:24
	Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the Kingdom of God." 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=20&v=1&t=NIV" \l "1" Mat 20:1
	"For the Kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire men to work in his vineyard. 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=20&v=21&t=NIV" \l "21" Mat 20:21
	"What is it you want?" he asked. She said, "Grant that one of these two sons of mine may sit at your right and the other at your left in your Kingdom." 

	[image: image42.png]




 HYPERLINK "http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=21&v=31&t=NIV" \l "31" Mat 21:31
	"Which of the two did what his father wanted?" "The first," they answered. Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the Kingdom of God ahead of you. 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=21&v=43&t=NIV" \l "43" Mat 21:43
	"Therefore I tell you that the Kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people who will produce its fruit. 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=22&v=2&t=NIV" \l "2" Mat 22:2
	"The Kingdom of heaven is like a king who prepared a wedding banquet for his son. 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=23&v=13&t=NIV" \l "13" Mat 23:13
	"Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You shut the Kingdom of heaven in men's faces. You yourselves do not enter, nor will you let those enter who are trying to.* 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=24&v=7&t=NIV" \l "7" Mat 24:7
	Nation will rise against nation, and Kingdom against Kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in various places. 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=24&v=14&t=NIV" \l "14" Mat 24:14
	And this gospel of the Kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come. 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=25&v=1&t=NIV" \l "1" Mat 25:1
	"At that time the Kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. 

	Mat 25:34
	"Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the Kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Mat&c=26&v=29&t=NIV" \l "29" Mat 26:29
	I tell you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it anew with you in my Father's Kingdom." 


� This sermon is indebted the work of John Bright in the Kingdom of God (1981) and Stanley Hauerwas in The Peaceable Kingdom (1983).  Major sections of both works have been quoted throughout the sermon.  For those interested in following up (and finding the large quoted passages) please pay special attention to Bright’s Chapter One and Hauerwas’ Chapter 5.  Quotation marks would be disruptive, but the lack of noting the use of the work of these scholars would be dishonest.  Thank you brothers Bright and Hauerwas for your excellent work and your generous gift of gathering it all together in these two powerful books.





� And it is not only Mark who tells us this story.  In Matthew just after Jesus is born, baptized, and tempted in the wilderness, the first thing he says in Matthew 4:17 is repent: for the Kingdom of heaven is at hand.  In Luke just after he heals a man with an unclean spirit Simon’s mother from a fever quite high; he says to the crowds who hope for more signs and wonders,  I cannot remain here, I must go to other cities and proclaim the good news of the Kingdom of God, for this is the purpose for which I was sent.�  In all three synoptic Gospels, it is made plain; the purpose of Jesus’ coming – of his preaching – is to announce the Kingdom of God.


� In Matthew the phrase Kingdom of God is most often replaced by Kingdom of Heaven, this is because Matthew wrote to a largely Jewish audience.  In the Jewish culture of the first century, as is the case in many modern day Jewish communities, the reverence for God’s name required that it not be spoken casually or often.  As such euphemisms were used in its place.  Matthew, adhering to this replaces God with heaven.


� Matthew 6:10.


� I Corinthians 5:20.


� This point does not fit neatly in the sermon, but is one worth making, when we accept that we are Christ’s own, when we accept that he is Savior and Lord, when we acknowledge that our individual salvation comes from God, we are inextricably tied to living out the principles of the Kingdom.  At this point the relationship between my personal salvation and my call to social justice becomes sides to the same coin.  For too long liberals have preached the ethics of Jesus (the hallmarks of the Kingdom) while leaving aside the person and the teaching of Jesus as if it were a cumbrous and superfluous theological suitcase.  And when we do so we cease to be the people of Christ and citizens of the Kingdom for we cannot have the ethic of the Kingdom without taking as part the one who brought the Kingdom.  Nor can those who see themselves as conservative sneer at the liberal for not preaching a full gospel and then, because they urge men and women to personal salvation through faith, feel no need to be confronted with the demands of equity and justice, righteousness and joy for all of creation.   Both are half of the story, both are incomplete. 
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