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The scene of this morning’s gospel text is one of disappointment and confusion.  You see it’s been days; no it has been weeks
 since Jesus first appeared to his disciples on that great ‘getting up morn.  By now, they were sure things would be different.  By now, they thought his triumphant return would have made all things right, all things new.  But now, weeks after his resurrection very little if anything has changed; the Roman rulers are still in charge, the believers of Christ are still in hiding and the life of the disciples seemed destined for ruin because they followed him, they trusted him. 
On the morning we meet the disciples in the Gospel of John they are so without direction, so disappointed and disquieted that they cannot conceive of going forward; and so they go backwards, back to what they used to do, seven of the eleven disciples go back to fishing.
In verse three of John 21 it says clearly Peter, James and John, Nathaniel and Thomas (the one who doubted) and two others get up and go fishing.  All night long they fished and nothing.  Hmmpphh!  The Savior promised he would make them fishers of people but they cannot even be fishers of fish.  Nothing is going right for them; nothing at all.
But then, just before dawn, while they are still at sea, they see a figure and hear his voice calling to them from the shore.  His words travel so clearly over the 100 or so yards that separate them.  “Catch anything”, he says.  “No!” they reply.  “Then try the other side, seems like there is some good fishing just on the other side”, Jesus says.
After tossing their nets in a different direction, within moments the disciples pull in a catch almost too heavy to bear.  The text tells us that the disciples caught 153 fish.  One hundred and fifty three!

Then, the disciple whom Jesus loved realized the voice they had heard, realized the one who stood guiding them from the shore was none other than Jesus.  The disciple whom Jesus loved turned to Peter and said, Peter, it is the Lord!
Peter, with his impetuous self, plunges into the water, swimming the length of a football field to get to the Master first.  When the others arrive they hear these words, “Come, breakfast with me.”

What a breakfast club this was.  What love, what joy.  They were together again, they could hear his voice again, feast on his word again and be fed by him in body and in soul.  What joy, he was among them again, leading them again.  
But in the midst of their feast, in the middle of their revelry Jesus turns to Peter, just to Peter and says, Simon son of John, do you love me more than these. 
  

Peter must have almost choked.  He remembers at the supper falsely boasting that he loved Jesus more than these, loved him enough to lay down his life.
  And now, with the scandal of his desertion and betrayal known by all, Jesus seems to be taunting him.  So Simon, do you really love me more than these?  

Simon freezes; he does not know what to do.  With shame covering his face, with the eyes of everyone on him, in a voice far meeker than Peter had ever used before he responds, Yes Lord, you know that I love you.”  And Jesus says, feed my lambs.  
What, an assignment?  Jesus has given him an assignment!  Oh the joy of those words on Peter’s ear.   Jesus was giving him a chance to get back in, he was giving him a chance to make good, to do what the Messiah had instructed them to do before his death.  Jesus was inviting me to receive his love and then to share his love with others.
  Peter must have thought, “He is going to trust me again, going to grant me a mission, bless me with a purpose, with a part of his ministry.  I am back in, thank you God for grace, thank you Savior for agape.  Thank you thank you thank you!”
But then, Jesus looks at him and says Simon, son of John, do you truly love me?  What’s going on?  Why does he ask a second time, maybe he doesn’t believe Peter, maybe this most fickle of disciples has not earned back the Messiah’s trust.  Can’t you hear Peter’s thoughts?  “Oh why is he asking only me?  And why is he asking me again?  Lord, you know that I love you.”  Then, take care of my sheep.  
Ok, Ok, Peter thought, I can see what’s going on here.  First he says, take care of my lambs, the least and the weak, but now it’s take care of my sheep, the mature and the wise.  Jesus, so Peter may have thought, was extending his mission, extending his purpose, giving him more to do.  Maybe everything would be alright after all.  May Jesus would really restore, really forgive him.
But then it happened again, a third time; a third time, Jesus says, Simon son of John, do you love me.
Peter is on the hot seat, he knows the mistakes he has made, he knows the shameful way he has behaved, Peter knows and Jesus seems to be relentlessly boring into him in the presence of everyone else, boring into him with words that sear and set him apart.  The text says Peter was hurt by Jesus’ question and answered, “Lord, you know all things, yes, I love you.”  Then feed my sheep.  

And Peter, by the way, as you follow me, as you live into your love for me, let me tell you what that will mean for you.  It will mean you are going to lay down your life for me.  It means you will do as I did, you will love and care for the people of God and it will cost you your life.  But still I ask you to follow me. 

Peter knew in his heart the truth of Jesus’ words, but why him?  Why would he be asked to make the ultimate sacrifice, why would his love for the Savior need to be expressed in this way?  Looking around at the crowd gathered on the beach Peter asked, what about him, what about this disciple that you love?  Will he have to make the same kind of sacrifice?  
Beloved of God, the Savior’s answer to Peter tells us that this kind of comparison, this kind of “What will you require of them Lord” question is beside the point.  Jesus is teaching Peter in his response that each disciple, each person, must be about the business of his or her individual discipleship; each human heart must focus on his or her commission, his or her call.  Peter, Jesus seems to be saying, don’t worry about anyone else; I just want you to do you.  

Beloved of God, it is so easy to look around as individuals and as a church and see what God is doing in and with others and to be either judgmental or jealous.  It is so easy to look at churches and say, their worship is too loud, too filled with screens and images, too in your face’ or their worship is too quiet and reflective, too boring and calm.  
And, it is too easy to look at other individuals, too easy to look at the way other people live out their love for God; too easy to say see how they are engaged in acts of charity but they will never be engaged in social justice; too bad.  Too easy to say they only serve the needs of others but they know nothing about a personal relationship with Jesus.   It is so easy to look around and, like Peter, wonder and worry about how others are serving God, wonder and worry about why they are more successful, why they are this or that, so easy to do what Peter did, to look around and say, Lord what about them.  But in the same way the Savior responds to Peter, he responds to you and me as individuals and as a church, just do you.  Don’t worry about others; just do what I have called you to do, just use the gifts and talents I have given you to spread my name, to care for me sheep, to bring others to know me.  Just do it in the way I have equipped you and called you, just do you.

Just as God gave Peter an assignment, to feed his sheep, to care of his lambs and just as God gave Peter a way to accomplish this task; God has given each of us both assignment and gifts.
As individuals I want you to think, when are you the most fulfilled in your service to God?  What are the things you do for God, no matter how large or how small that you feel when you have finished the task you have done a good thing and your soul is glad.  Maybe its singing on Sunday morning, maybe it’s being kind to an individual along your way.  Maybe it’s a daily practice of prayer for the world and for those in the world.  Maybe its standing with others and voicing the needs of the least and the left out.  What do you do for Christ that may leave your body tired but your soul filled?  That’s how you do you for God.  That’s how you do you!  
Do not worry about what others do, do not compare yourself, but allow yourself to live into God’s call on your life.  Allow yourself to embrace the place where noted preacher and theologian Frederick Buechner invites you to let your deep gladness and the world’s deep hunger meet.
   Individually, when you do you, the unique and wonderful you that God created you to be then God’s love is most wonderfully expressed through the who you are to the world.  And collectively, when we as a church do what we are supposed to do, then we live into the fullness of God’s desire for us as part of God’s great and glorious kingdom.
Beloved, Jesus called to Peter three times.  He called to Peter and he offered Peter and assignment particularly suited to the disciple’s gifts and skills.  Peter, do you love me?  Will you live out my assignment for you, not concerned about what I am doing with and for others?  Peter, come follow me.
God called Samuel three times, inviting Samuel to take up a task, a hard task.  Samuel, will you trust me enough to do as I have called and equipped you to do.  Will you come follow me?  Yes Lord.  Here I Am Lord.

And Community Church God is calling us.  God called us once when he set us apart from the church in Dundee over 160 years ago.  Called us and said set you selves in a community that has no established church.  Be the first and make a difference on a corner that will come to be known as Lincoln and Grove.  Will you come follow me? 

God called us again when the church had dwindled to just a few, dwindled and felt like the disciples on that morning so long ago, felt like maybe we should just go fishing, but a faithful few would not let it be, and you stayed and worked and prayed and worked, and the corner of Lincoln and Grove still knew the presence of a church whose name bespoke what it was and what it was growing to be, a community a common unity, that continued to do what God had called them to do.  Will you come follow me?
And God is calling us again; calling us to a new level of engagement in and for his name.  Next week when we gather in our Annual Meeting you will hear God’s call to us to do us!  God’s call to 
· Create attractive programming and a safe space for children and youth.
· Equip people to tell their personal CCB stories as a way of inviting new people to church.
· Expand worship to meet the needs of those present and those who will come.
· Increase involvement and service to the community and beyond.
· Identify and develop opportunities for spiritual growth, honoring that people are in different places in their spiritual journeys.
· Develop a better assessment method of talents and interests (spiritual gifts) and a system of making connections with CCB’s needs.
· Create a buzz about CCB in the community.
God is calling us again, by name, in times quite complicated.  God is calling us to be who we were created to be, calling us to be Community Church, calling us to just do us.  God, through Jesus, is calling us Community Church, and asking do you love me, do you really love me?  Love me enough to take the gifts and talents that I have given you and use them for my name?  If so, then hear my voice, know my voice, and come follow me.  
� In John 20:10 Jesus makes his first appearance to Mary Magdalene.  In John 20:19ff Jesus appears for the first time to the disciples.  However, Thomas is not among them.  John 20:26 tells us that one week later Jesus reappeared to the disciples and this time Thomas was with them.  These are the only two recordings of Jesus’ appearance to the disciples prior to the John 21 fish fry text.


� This sermon works much better when “Peter” appears and tells his story in the first person.  This is how it was presented on Sunday morning, April 11, 2010.  Please go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.ccbarrington.org" �www.ccbarrington.org� if you wish to hear it as it was delivered.





� John 13:37ff.





� John 13:34-35.


� This is a quote by Frederick Buechner in Wishful Thinking: A Seeker’s ABC, San Francisco: Harper San Francisco, 1993, page 119.
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