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This morning, having heard the text from Genesis read by Brenda, I can imagine some of the lines of the choir’s anthem in Adam’s mouth, filled with misery and pain, I’ve failed him once of again.  Adam and Eve had failed, they had failed to be obedient to God, they had failed to steward God’s creation as God had asked.  They had failed, deceived by the snake they failed and now, by Adam’s hand God responds with words almost too hard to believe, because of you Adam, because of you the earth has been cursed.

What must he have felt, what must Eve have felt, the ground, the earth, the thing that God had created and populated with birds and beasts, with whales and white caps, with asps and antelopes, summits and sea shores, the thing God had created and call good, now was cursed and along with it God’s beloved son and daughter, God’s original images, cursed and destined to live lives filled with pain and travail; destined to live lives bent toward death and decay.
But this was not God’s original plan, this was not God’ outline for creation for Adam for Eve.  This just could not be the end of the story.  And it was not.  For those who love and follow Christ, for those who dare call themselves Christians the reversal of the Genesis story is found in the meaning of the Easter story.  The reversal of the movement toward death and decay the reversal of the power of demise and destruction is that they do not have the final word.  For those who see themselves as the brothers and sisters of Christ the story we told last Sunday; the Easter story that is told every day of our lives is the story of love, the story of hope, the story of reversal and the story of redemption.  

Christ has come so that all might be redeemed, so that all might be set aright.  Christ has come so that sin, that thing that got in the way of Adam and Eve’s obedience, that thing that separated them and separates us from God; Christ has come so that sin might be overcome and that which separates us from God might be bridged with the love and the sacrifice of the Savior.  
Yes, that is the meaning of the Easter story, that we – who like Adam were made from the dust and the dirt – we are reconciled, brought back together with God; that we are reborn into a newness of life and the promise of life eternal; that we are redeemed . . .  dust and dirt redeemed and restored.  Yes that is the news of the Easter story; that is the good news.

And yes I know that not all things are perfect, yes I know, as Paul says we still suffer and we still struggle but the hope of our being, the hope of our world, the hope within us is that as Christ has come, the promise is fulfilled and though we struggle now, the day will come when the struggle will be over, the day will come when the perfect shall be made manifest in all things.  And between now and then, we wait in hope, we wait believing, we wait knowing that the one who loved enough to bear a cross, loves enough to come once again and truly, eternally set all things to right.  Yes, that is the Easter story, CHRIST has come; yes that is the Easter story Christ will come again, and this beloved of God is indeed good news.

But on this Sunday after Easter it is not the only good news.  For not only did Christ come to redeem you and me, he came to redeem all of creation.  Did you hear it in Paul’s letter to the church at Rome?  All creation, all creation¸ is reaching and extending, is waiting and longing for the day when it will be freed from the bondage of Adam’s sin.  All creation is standing, as it were, on tip toes in expectation that the children of God will realize who they are, who we are, and we will turn to do what God calls us to do.
For we are redeemed not just to be redeemed.  We are redeemed so that we might live into the fullness of God’s original design.  We are redeemed in order that we might fulfill the plans of God.  And what was God’s original plan; that we love God; love one another, love creation and live forever in harmony with all parts of creation.  That’s where Adam and Eve mis stepped.  They forgot their love of God, they forgot to be obedient to God, that’s what brought them their misery and pain, and that’s what caused enmity between creation and God’s sons and daughters.  But now, now that we, we who have been loved by God, now that we who have received the gift of the resurrection, now that we are coming into the knowledge that we are redeemed; we are called to go into the world and love one another and love creation.
And so, on this eve of Earth day, we stop and say Lamb of God, we come to thee.  We stop and as the choir sang, we say we come seeking sweet thy pardon kind.   We come knowing that God’s love has flowed down from above and we give thanks for are reconciled and redeemed; we are the recipients of an unconditional love and all God asks us in return is to love the God of our creation and all, all, that has been created.  

On this day, we stop and together we might consider how we would better love God, we might consider how we love one another and our selves.  But on this day, on the eve of the day when we celebrate the earth, let us stop and consider how we might love our planet more.
Now, we could spend hours and days sharing the myriad of ways loving the earth is possible.  We could talk endlessly about water bottles, and plastic bags, car emissions and lands filled with things that will not decay and will not nourish the earth.  We could talk about the debated affects of global warming; but I do not want to do so, instead I want to share with you something I noticed and something I want you to notice . . .
Hidden in the word earth is the word heart.  [On the Altar were the letters E A R T H.  I moved the H from the end of the word, placed it at the beginning of the word, spelling 
H E A R T.
How do we love the earth, we do so when we turn our hearts to God, when we say to God, you made us and in order to love you we must love with our hold hearts not only you ourselves and others, but we most love and cherish this great celestial ball on which we stand.  How do we love the earth, by seeing it as a part of ourselves, by seeing it as an extension of the dust and dirt out of which we are made.  By seeing it as a part of who we are, all made by God, all redeemed in the coming of Christ.
And earth, all of creation is waiting, standing on tip toe and waiting, with eager hope, eager expectation, waiting for you and for me to see that once we were noting but dust, but into us God blew God’s breath and we were redeemed.  Once we were nothing but separated from God and we had become dusty and dirty, but Christ came and gave his life for us and we were redeemed.  And now, we who are from the dust are called to reach toward the part of creation from which we were formed, reach out to help and as Christ’s ambassadors be about the business of redemption for the world.

This is the story of Easter, this is the story of good news, this is the story of how we care for the world, love it with your whole heart and do what comes naturally when you love, give and care, steward and hold precious.
This is how God loves you and me redeemed dust, and this is how we are called to love.

What will you do as we approach another Earth day.  What will you do?  If I asked you to do something for me, something that might save me from destruction, if it were within your purview, would you do it?  IF someone you loved deeply asked, what would you do?

The earth, God’s creation, waits for us, looks at us, is trusting that we will realize we are God’s sentient creation and as we are redeemed we have a task, for God earth, to do.  

Let’s God’s pronouncement on Adam not be the pronouncement on us.  Let our actions not lead to the cursing of the earth, but let us with hearts turned toward God and all of creation, do as Christ did, bring hope and reconciliation, redemption and promise.  It is within our hands, now pray it is within our hearts.

