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Isn’t it amazing that on the night of Jesus’ birth all of the animals in our story decided to come to the stable, decided to come to the very place Jesus would be born. 

And you know they all came for different reasons.  The Ox was there because it was his home.  It was the place he knew best and felt most comfortable.  The old dog came by because he was tired.  He needed some place to rest.  Now the cat, the story does not tell us why she came to the stable but, what I know about cats is that they love places that are soft and warm, where they can snuggle and not worry about the winter’s cold.  Then there was small mouse.  She felt vulnerable.  The world was so large and she was so small.  She wanted a place where she could feel protected, where she would be safe.  On that night so many years ago the ox was at home, the dog was at rest, the cat was warm and the mouse was safe.  Each had come to the stable for a different reason, and each found exactly what they needed.

And then brave donkey brought Mary and Joseph and soon, the baby was born.  Jesus was born in the stable surrounded by all the animals; all who had come for different reasons, but all who had come.

Tonight, each of us has come for a different reason.  Some like the Kind Ox have came because this is the place you are meant to be.  It is the place where you can find the one who is both a shepherd and a lamb, both the wounded and the healer, both the savior and the sacrifice.  Here you find him wrapped in flesh waiting to be seen by your eyes and loved by your heart.  Yes this is the place you most want to be on this holy night and so you have come.

And some, like the dog in our story are here because you need a place to rest.  The days of 2008 have greeted you with disappointment and challenge, challenge that you have not been able to fully meet.  The experiences of the past few days and months have seemed like an exhausting climb up a never ending hill and the task has left you oh so very tired.  
And I am sure there are others who, like the stray cat or the small mouse, seek a warm and safe place.  Safe from the things that go bump in our individual nights, safe from the things that we cannot control, safe from the ups and downs of a world that can seem as if it is spinning out of control.  Some are here because the promise of one born to bring the warmth of love, the protection of the Spirit and peace that passes all understanding is what you need most.  And so you too have come.

On this night, no matter the reason, like the animals of our story, you have come to the best place in the world to be.  It is not the best place because it is the finest.  It is not the best place because it is the place every one else wants to be.  It is the best place because it is the place where the Savior comes.   You have found your way into the place that is ready to celebrate the child born to remove our fears, born to bring us rest, and born to bring to all nations.
On this Christmas Eve the greatest gift imaginable is come. Christ is come and he has come in a very special way.  Did you hear what the angels said, “Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.”  Jesus did not come just for the high and mighty.  He did come just to the Shepherds in the field.  This most precious gift did not come just to those who lived 2,000 years ago.  No God sent the gift of Jesus to all people, in every time and every place.  Christ is come for all.  Not just the perfect people, not just the people who have always been in church, not just those who call upon his name in temples great or small, but Christ is come for those who like the little dog are tired, for those who like the cat are cold, and for those who like the tiny mouse are frightened, Christ is come for all.
If you desire to know more fully the joy of Christmas or the one whose birth we celebrate, come for Christ’s love makes room for you.  If you like the donkey are brave and persistent in your faith Christ says come because your courage and persistence can be used to share his love throughout the world.  If you are kind like the kind Ox it is so good you have come because the world needs your kindness and grace.  
And, if you are tired like the sweet dog Christ says come, come to me, yes you, who are tired and weary for I will give you rest.  If you are tired of being out in the cold like the sweet cat, the Lord of all life invites you to come for his love will cover and warm you for all your days and nights.  If, like the tiny mouse, you are frightened then come and know that the baby grown to manhood says fear not for you are so valuable to me, I will protect you, I will keep you.
  Come all who are lonely, for Jesus says I will never leave you or forsake you.  Come all who are worried for the Messiah tells us to be anxious for nothing, for he offers all who come the gift of peace.  On this Christmas Eve no matter who you are, or why you have come, just as the Kind Ox told all of the animals, there is room, room for you. Christ’s love makes room, room for all if you will just come.  

Come beloved of God come closer to the place where the baby lay.  And though 2,000 years ago that place was a manager in a Bethlehem stable; tonight the place where Jesus longs to lay is in the very center of your heart.  Come close, closer to the center of your own heart, for that is where the Christ child will come.  

I am so glad our story painted pictures of animals that were not perfect but who were welcomed just the same.  I am so glad Christ knows that I, we are not perfect but on this night, as we come, Christ welcomes us just the same.   
Tonight, no matter why you have come know that Christ says to each of us I come to dwell with you; to be in you and you in me.  Yes there is always room; always room in the heart of Christ for you.
Come because you are precious to the Child born to bring hope.  Come and know that his love makes room for you.  Come and bring all of who you and know that you will be truly welcomed.  Come because all of those years ago on a silent night a baby was born making room for all, bringing hope to all on a silent night [Choir begins to sing]. 
� Matthew 10:31.
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