A SEVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS                                                                                   Community Church of Barrington Style                                                                                                Choir Sunday, Third Sunday in Advent, December 16, 2007                                                                     Rev. Dr. Zina Jacque and the Choir, Presiding

INTRODUCTION
Welcome to a morning of lessons and carols, a tradition over 100 years old.  Drawn from the Anglican branch of the family of God, the first service of lessons and carols was celebrated in 1880 in the Diocese of Truro in the United Kingdom.  “Lessons and Carols” is a service of worship meant to bring us into the presence of the Christmas story in a new and different way.   The lessons, so familiar, are drawn from the Old and the New Testament.  They, like the carols, intend to paint a picture, invoke an emotion and open our hearts to the story of one born a baby but yet a king.  So come, as we journey with music and scripture and join all creation as we WAIT for the one who is Emmanuel, God with us.  Hear now the lessons and the carols.

I.  LESSON ONE                                                                                                   ISAIAH 11:1-9                                                                                                
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots.  The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him.  He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth . . . . and . . . .   The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together. . . .  The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be as full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters that cover the sea.  

Beloved of God, this was the promise.  There would come a time when all of God’s creation would live together in peace.  All of the world would enjoy and practice the rich shalom that God intended in the formation of the world for the foundation of the world.  And all of this would be brought about by one on whom the Spirit of the Lord rested, one who would usher in shalom, a descendent of Jessie, a child of David.   But 700 years after Isaiah spoke these words, peace had not come.  Then, one day when soft the evening shadows began to fall, when God’s people still journeyed on, something divine, something miraculous, something changed.

ANTHEM:  SOFT THE EVNING SHADOWS FALL

Soft the evening shadows fall, still journey on; 

Darkness soon be over all, still journey on;

Weary now, and travel-worn, night must come before the morn:

Where will Mary’s son be born?  Still journey on.

Shepherds hasten from the fold; this God has done.

Here in human form behold, this God has done.

Christ the Lord of David’s line, born a Savior and a sign,

King immortal, child divine, this God has done.

Lord of all, enthroned above, God sent his Son.

Gift of everlasting love, God sent his Son.

He himself a ransom gave, bowed himself to cross and grave,

Came himself to seek and save, God sent his Son.

So the Christmas story tell; still journey on.

At the last shall all be well; still journey on.

Love be ours, and joy and praise, 

One with Christ to walk his ways,

In him service all our days, still journey on.

II.

LESSON TWO                                                                                    FROM ISAIAH 9                                                                                                
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness— on them light has shined.  For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given.  And the government shall rest upon his shoulders; and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  And of his authority there shall be no end.  He will establish David’s throne and his kingdom.  
Was this the night, was this truly the night?  A holy night, when for a moment all creation would stand still and the one who had been foretold, the one who had been promised, the one who would set things right would come.  Was this that very special holy night?
ANTHEM:  STILL THE HOLIEST NIGHT
Still, still, still. See the star of the holy night.

While angels sing a heav’nly chorus 

God’s own light is shining o’er us.

Still, still, still.  See the star of the holy night.

O holy night!  The stars are brightly shining.

It is the night of the dear Savior’s birth.

Long lay the world in sin and error pining,

Till he appeared and the soul felt its worth.

A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices,

For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn.

Fall on your knees, oh, hear the angel voices.

O night divine, O night when Christ was born!

O night divine, O night when Christ was born!

While angels sing a heav’nly chorus

God’s own light is shining o’er us.

Still, still, still.  It is the night of our dear Savior’s birth.

III.
LESSON THREE                           APOCRYPHAL BOOK AZARIAH 1:52-59  

“Let the earth bless the Lord; let it sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever.  Bless the Lord, mountains and hills; sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever.  Bless the Lord, all that grows in the ground; sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever.  Bless the Lord, seas and rivers; sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever.  Bless the Lord, you springs; sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever.  Bless the Lord, you whales and all that swim in the waters; sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever.  Bless the Lord, all birds of the air; sing praise to him and highly exalt him forever.  

On that holy night, all creation praised God for God’s mighty act.  All of creation praised God for God’s most excellent gift.  All creation . . .  the mountains, the hills, the green plants and the seas, the river and the whales; all creation understood and celebrated.  Even the nightingale welcomed the baby born in Bethlehem’s manager stall.
ANTHEM:  CHRISTMAS NIGHTINGALE
The nightingale sings o’er Bethlehem’s manger,

“Hush!  The holy child sleeps.”

It’s carol so sweet to welcome the stranger,
“Hush!  The holy child sleeps. 
The infant Jesus sleeps.”

While Mary rocks the babe so tender,

“Hush!  The holy child sleeps.”

The nightingale trills in joyous surrender,

“Hush!  The holy child sleeps.”
The infant Jesus sleeps.”

O Jesus belov’d, sweet child divine, how wondrous is your love.

Its soul this song the nightingale brings,

A gift from heaven above.  Its carol of heavenly love. (repeat beginning)

IV.
LESSON FOUR                                                               FROM ECCELSIATES 3:1-8

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: a time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; a time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up; a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; a time to seek, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to throw away; a time to tear, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; a time to love, and a time to hate; a time for war, and a time for peace.
It had been foretold, it had been promised.  And now it had come.  Not a time of hate, not a time of war; now it was the time of peace.
ANTHEM:  ADVENT MEDITATION

O holy child, blessed child, bring us Thy peace and love.

Alleluia, alleluia, Lord, bring us peace; (repeats)

Emmanuel, Son of God, come to the manger stall.

Alleluia, alleluia, Lord, bring us peace; (repeats)

Dona nobis pacem, pacem.  Dona nobis pacem. (repeats)
V.
LESSON FIVE                                                                                 FROM ISAIAH 7:14

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel.

The expectations were so great.  A time of peace, when the lion would lay down with the lamb, when God’s light would shine and the world would no longer be in darkness.  The expectations were so great.  The king, the long awaited one born of Abraham’s seed, the one born of David’s line; he who would sit again on David’s throne; the hope, the desire, the need, the expectations were so high.  And on that night so holy, on that night when the angels sang, no, only a baby came.

ANTHEM:  ONLY A BABY CAME

They waited for a King with crown of gold, to save the world as was foretold,    A Sovereign wise, a ruler bold, but only a baby came.

They waited for a prince to gain the throne, a Savior sent by God alone,

A Lord with Kingdom yet unknown, but only a baby came.

‘Twas but a babe who came that night, the wonder to proclaim;

With brightest star to shed its light and set the world aflame!

They waited for a word of truth divine, a heavenly Dove, a sacred sign,

A living branch from Jesse’s line, but only a baby came.

Only a babe to bear the shame, only a babe with love his name, 

Only a lowly, holy baby came.

VI. LESSON SIX                                                                                   FROM ISAIAH 11:6
And a little child shall lead them.  
We do not know why God chose to send the king wrapped in a child.  We do not know why the creator of all things chose the form of one who was weak and without power to be the power that would save.  We do not know why he who would set his people free came as a tiny babe.  But he did.  And maybe he did so that we would see the way for to be in relationship with God is to come as a child.  Come thou long expected Jesus, and may even the form of your coming teach us how we must be.
ANTHEM:  ADVENT ALLELUIA
Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set they people free;

From our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in Thee.

Alleluia (“Praise the Lord”).

Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a King.

Born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring.

Alleluia (“Praise the Lord”).
VII
LESSON SEVEN                                                                FROM MATTHEW 1:18-23
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:  “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,”
And so the prophet’s word had come true.  And the prophet’s words are still coming true.  Jesus is alive.  Hope still lives.  Joy remains!  And so 2000 years after he was born the first time we, you and I, ask Emmanuel to come again into our hearts.  To come again and drive away all doubt and fear.  We ask Emmanuel, God with us, to lead us to his heavenly light, that we might see our way in this world; that we might be light in this world.  Come again Emmanuel and bring forth your hope, bring forth your hope in us.  Yes,  Emmanuel come again.

ANTHEM:  COME AGAIN EMMANUEL
Come again, Emmanuel, as your Advent draws us near;

Promised one, for Israel, drive away all doubt and fear.

Long ago, you came that night, born a child and yet a King;

Lead us to your heavenly light, now Your gracious Kingdom bring.

O Lord come down and be with us, Your birth is drawing near;

Bring forth Your hope to all the world, now hear our songs of cheer;

All wait to see Your holy face with nothing more to fear;

O Lord, come to us in peace and love.  (repeats)

VIII.    LESSON EIGHT                                                                               FROM MICAH 5:2
But you, O Bethlehem, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days.  And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.  And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; and he shall be the one of peace.

And so now we see the truth of the lessons.  Now we hear the power of the carols.  Now we remember the story of the Christ Child and we long for him to come, in 2007, to come with power, with love, with joy and with shalom, with his peace.  Yes, come again Emmanuel.  Come so we, who believe in you, we who love you, we who honor you, we who adore you may sing with exultation; sing with hope; sing to tell the world the Savior is born.  Come all ye faithful, come joyful and triumphant, for now is the time to sing, our savior has come to set his people free, free to serve the world in love and in truth and in power.  Come all ye faithful and sing!
ANTHEM:  CANON on ADESTE FIDELES

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,

O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem.

Come, and behold him, born the King of angels.

O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord.

(repeats as a canon—the interweaving of a musical line by

successive voices)
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