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Two years ago, almost to the day, I stood in this place and my sermon topic was A Journey through Tears.
  I began with these words:  Have you ever wondered why we cry?  Science tells us that there is a physiological reason we do so.  Tears protect our eyes from irritants.  The salt in our tears even has antiseptic properties.  Each time we blink tear glands produce precious drops of liquid, washing our eyes clean, making our vision clear.  

I went back and reread that sermon because during the early part of last week I felt as if our world was on a journey through tears.  How hard it was to watch the television reports of a pastor standing in the pulpit and losing his life to a man not mentally well.
  How difficult it was to hear of mother and a child in an Alabama town who suffered the same fate by hands equally disturbed.
  And then there was the report from DuSable High School in Chicago of a child being stabbed as he participated in a conflict resolution program and he was the one who had been bullied, he stabbed the one who had bullied him.
  Last week felt like a journey through tears as I read more and more about the 1.8 million people in our state who are without adequate health care; 1.8 million people around whom our sister American Baptist Churches, and many other denominations, rally             today.
    
And while all of these circumstances took plane within the borders of our nation, I could easily speak of atrocities in other places;  of the child sex trade in Cambodia, of the honor killings of women in Saudi Arabia who may have done no more than talk with a male friend on Facebook; of war and rumors of war.  Yes, this week, it has felt very much like our world is on a journey through tears.

As I struggled with the shape of our world, as I felt the presence of my own tears, I remembered, Jesus cried too.  The Bible reports that Jesus cried openly and publicly twice.  Most of us are familiar with the scene of Jesus weeping over Lazarus’ tomb.  But before John reports Jesus’ tears over Lazarus, Luke tells us that Jesus wept over Jerusalem.  In our text Jesus enters Jerusalem, heading into the week of his passion. His face is set. There is no turning back now. He sees clearly.  He moves toward Jerusalem deliberately.  And as soon as he crests the hill and sees Jerusalem stretched out before him, he begins to weep. He weeps over the city and says, "If you, even you, had only recognized on this day the things that make for peace!”
And what is this peace that Jesus speaks about, what kind of peace is it?  The Greek that under girds the word used in this text is eirēnē (ā-rā'-nā).  It means a multitude of things,
 but chief among its meaning is an exemption from the rage and havoc of war; chief among what it conveys is the very real presence of harmony and accord.  Eirēnē (ā-rā'-nā), the word Jesus specifically uses suggests, in the strongest language possible, that  security and safety, prosperity and the confident expectation that things are on the right track, headed along a proper trajectory are part of what makes for peace.  Jesus looks out over the city that is Jerusalem and says, through tears, if only you had recognized the things that make for harmony, that make for safety, that make for security, that make for peace.  
But Jerusalem – whose very name means teaching of peace or setting of peace – has forgotten what makes for this kind of peace.   Jerusalem has forgotten the words of the Psalmist that encouraged – required – all to pray for, to work for this kind of peace.  Now, according to Luke, there was none of this peace in Jerusalem, none at all.  

And, what if the Messiah were to come riding in to our world today; what kind of peace would he find among our citizens, and more specifically; what kind of peace making would he find within the church that bears his name?  Would we, unlike the citizens of Jerusalem, would we by our actions convey to the Christ that we know what makes for peace?  Would he find us, the Christian Church, capital “C” and local “C” involved in activities that stand against the ravages and havoc of war around the globe?  Would he find us working for harmony and accord?  What is the church of Christ, the Christ who stands in majesty, the Christ who stands triumphant, what are we doing about the security and safety, the prosperity and the confident expectation of all humankind that things are on the right track, headed along a proper trajectory such that peace might be found breaking out all over the land?

Or would he find us to be more like the ancient city of Jerusalem?  If Christ rode into town might it be noised about that we have forgotten those things that make for peace?  It seems as such because we, in the world wide economy, spend billions defending against war or waging war.  We, in our own beloved nation, seem somehow to have lost the zeal to sacrifice so that all might know harmony and the confident expectation that we are on the right trajectory.  And the indictment that cuts the deepest is that we, who are God’s people, are hardly distinguishable from those who claim no God.  We look so much like the world, focusing primarily on what is good for us and ours, ignorant of the challenges that attend to people whose paths we do not cross and in fact whose paths we assiduously avoid.  We, those who know and love God and follow the Son, spend lavishly on things instead of on people; take up arms owning more guns per capita than those who have no faith in God.  We, as the people of God, look and behave no differently than others and so the peace we might bring, the peace Christ calls us to bring, is weak and uneasy, perilous and often paltry.    
And so, on this third Sunday of Lent, as we hear the words of Jesus from the Gospel of Luke, as we hear the indictment that Jerusalem has forgotten what makes for peace; we must be careful how we criticize this ancient city, for we might resemble it more closely that we ought.  On this third Sunday of Lent as we continue to examine the words of Jesus, what must we do?  Shall we just read our daily papers and continue along a journey through tears, unable to do anything other that weep?  Are we to hear the news that 1.8 million people are without insurance in Illinois and simply wring our hands?  Must we face the news about atrocities perpetrated in other nations and only register our sadness?   Or will we remember the things that make for peace, remember and act?

The church of Christ can be those who know and act for peace.  How you ask, we can start by becoming prayer warriors for peace.  That is the hope of our new Narthex Map Board.  Each week we will ask you to take up a time of prayer for those whom we may never see, those whom we may never touch.  We will ask you, and your family, to focus on some portion of the world and to make a difference through your prayer.  God’s word tells us in the letter of James
 that the effective, fervent prayers of those who stand rightly before God will make a difference.  We can begin to be makers of peace as we commit our hearts and our mind in a concert of prayer, joining with those who know no harmony, who sense no accord and who have little hope.  We can become people who know what makes for peace, who pursue peace through our prayer.  In particular we can do as the Psalmist calls us to do; we can pray for the peace of Jerusalem – the land that is sacred to so many but torn apart by the incessant presence of violence and fear.  Yes, we can become those who make for the things of peace as we pray for the way of peace for Jerusalem, this place precious enough to Christ to cause him to weep.
A second way we can become a people of peace is through the use of our voices.  We can write our legislators about the need in this state for greater and more accessible health care.  There are forms on the Narthex Counter that invite you to do so today.  We can speak our truth in editorials in the paper, not a truth that pits on side against another, not a truth that intends to foment dissention; but the truth of our God that says all men and women are worthy; the truth that the pursuit of life and liberty and happiness include health care that is adequate, education that is life giving, water that is clean, food that is nourishing, housing that is safe.  We can speak up and in so doing become people of peace.

And a third way we can become a people of peace is by our actions.  We can act in the way we spend our dollars; fair trade coffee, green light bulbs and grocery bags; less consumption of things that we purchase to make us feel better and more focus on developing the values that make us better.  We can act in the way we offer our time, going on the mission trip with KWRC, volunteering in our community and for the world.  We can act in the way we speak to our neighbors, live in our neighborhoods, and walk in the world.  We can act in a myriad of ways that make for eirēnē (ā-rā'-nā); ways large and small; ways that make for security and safety and a confident expectation that we are on the right track.  
But, beloved of God, as important as these tasks are, as crucial as they are in making of us individuals who know what makes for peace; they remain too isolated, too singular, too disconnected from who we are as the body of Christ.  If we are to be the ones whom Christ calls blessed peacemaker, if we are to be those who promote and live out the Messiah’s call for peace, then we must move beyond our individual acts and become a church of peacemakers, a church over which the Messiah will not weep but in which he will rejoice.

And how can we become this church?  Maybe we begin by recognizing that we have not been active in our peacemaking role.  Maybe we begin by acknowledging that it is both easy and less taxing to just hear the stories of discord and enter into a journey of tears. Maybe we begin by saying we do not know how to be, but we that we deeply desire to be, makers of peace.  

Beloved, what if we just ask, God where and how are you calling us to be the voice of peace, the hope of peace?  What if we just ask this and then, together, seek to become those who work for the things that make for peace?  I ask this because I feel compelled to do so.  My experience in preparing this sermon challenged me in ways new and unnerving and it all started with this morning’s anthem.  It is my habit to meditate on the words of the anthem as a part of my preparation to preach.  As I sat repeating the beauty of Cherubini words, I sensed in my heart a voice other than mine.  The experience felt like our Savior saying, so many who love me have forgotten what makes for peace.  They no longer thirst for peace; they no longer know that they are thirsty at all.  And then the words of this anthem took on a different shape, a different meaning.  What if Jesus sand to us, Come, all who thirst for peace?  Come to me, the water of life.  Come you who have no money, no currency, no knowledge about how to make peace; still come and listen, listen to me, the voice of the one who is called the Prince of peace.  Come and become makers of my peace and then your soul shall truly live.  

What if we, as God’s people, became thirsty for peace, eirēnē (ā-rā'-nā), Christ’s peace?  What if the tears we have cried as a nation, as a world, as the people of God worked their antiseptic good and now our eyes are washed clean, now our vision is made clear?  Now we can see that our task is not just to weep, but to choose to be makers of Christ’s peace.   What do you think Community Church; shall we work to understand, deeply understand, what makes for peace?  Shall we choose to be makers of Christ’s peace?  In this may life the power of hope.  Let us pray.
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