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The Psalmist proclaims, this is the day that the Lord has made, we will rejoice and be glad in it.  What a wonderful testimony of praise, what a marvelous proclamation of faith and thanksgiving.  And it seems such an appropriate text on the Sunday before Thanksgiving Day.  But if we tell the truth, there are some days – and even though the Lord has made them, it is not so easy to rejoice, to give thanks, or to be glad.  

And so, I have a test for us this morning.  I am going to read off a set of ten situations and ask you to use your fingers to record how many of these circumstances would place you in a thankful mood.  Ready?  Here goes.

· A sink full of dishes.

· A son, daughter, spouse or frequent house guest who complains about having to do a sink full of dishes.

· Property taxes.

· The constant banter and commercials associated with a presidential election season.

· The only parking space you can find is the farthest possible distance from where you need to go.

· The task of cleaning up of your home after a large party.

· A memo from your boss asking you to redo a report.

· The phone call from a friend with the request for your time and energy, during your favorite television show.

· The person who sits near you in church and who cannot hit a note with a hammer.

· The sound of the alarm clock early in the morning, on your day off.
This is not a list that easily moves any of us into an attitude of thanksgiving, at least not at first glance.  But upon deeper reflection, each of these situations contains within it the possibility of thanksgiving if we are willing to look beyond the momentary to a meaning that is deeper.
We can be thankful for a sink full of dishes because it means we have had food to eat.  A son, daughter, spouse or friend who complains about the dishes is at least at home with us where we can see and touch them, where we know they are safe.  Property taxes prove that you have a home, a shelter, a place of your own.  The constant banter of an election season means we live in a nation where there is a democratic process, where there is freedom of speech and the right to take and defend a position.  And finding a parking space far away from your destination means you have a car, that runs, and the ability to get out of the car and make it to the place where you need to go.  The clean up after a party shows you have family and friends who desire to be in your presence and enjoy the hospitality of your home.  And the memo from your boss indicates you are gainfully employed, when just under 1 million people have lost their jobs in the last six months.  And the call from your friend suggests someone values your wisdom and seeks your insight.  The person who sits near you and sings off key reminds you, you have the gift of hearing and the freedom to worship.  And finally, the sound of the morning alarm clock means God has gifted you with another day on earth, another day to live, to love, and to serve the coming of God’s kingdom.
Not one of these ten situations, on the surface, presents itself as a reason for giving thanks; but when we look deeper, when we understand what these tasks point toward; then we can see them for what they are reasons to give thanks.

And that is the lesson Paul is trying to teach the church at Thessalonica in his letter to them.  The men and women who had gathered together and formed a church at Thessalonica, on the surface of things, seemed to have few reasons to give thanks.  
Thessalonica
 is a city 90 miles north of Athens.  In ancient times it was situated on the major trade route traversing Macedonia, the Via Egnatia.  Because of its history, this city had favored status with its benefactor Rome.  Thessalonica had been founded by one of Alexander the Great’s generals, Cassander, and it had been named after Cassanders’ wife and Alexander’s half sister, Thessaloniki.
  Because of the city’s allegiance to Augustus Octavian, Rome’s Emperor, Thessalonica had been granted the status of a free city.  That means it had its own government.  It was free to rule itself as it would.  Free to establish schools and a culture, free from burdensome taxes; free to exist and to thrive and to grow.  And the only price it had to pay for this freedom was its allegiance to the Emperor as monarch and god.  

But then this fellow Paul arrived.  He arrived and brought with him trouble for he convinced some of the Thessalonians to believe in the story of a carpenter turned Savior.  He encouraged them to shift their allegiance from the Emperor to the one called Christ and by the grace of God’s Spirit, many followed.  And now, the followers of the way in Thessalonica had become a scab on the otherwise obedient Roman colony.  They were identified as trouble makers in the eyes of the authorities and this gave them little reason for giving thanks.
Yet Paul, with audacity and authority, writes to the members of the church at Thessalonica these words respect your leaders, work together, encourage one another, be patient and kind to one another.  And be joyful always, pray without ceasing and in every situation give thanks for this is God’s will for you as followers of Christ Jesus. 
Was Paul out of his mind?  Could he not see that the members of this fledgling church were in danger because they threatened the status quo; Thessalonica’s preferred status with Rome?  How in the world could he urge them, in the middle of these circumstances, to give thanks?   

Maybe Paul wanted the members of the Thessalonian Church to look more deeply at their circumstances, look more carefully at their situation, and recognize the fuller meaning toward which they pointed; the true reason to give thanks. 
The real reason this church could give thanks was that they had joined their lives to a Savior who had promised to never leave or forsake them.  They had given their hearts to one who had promised to love them beyond measure.  Their true ability to give thanks was based not on their every day circumstances but on the hope of Christ’s message that they were chosen by God, beloved of God, and made whole in God through Christ.  Their true ability to give thanks looked beyond the challenges of their community to the promise that as they lived for Christ and imitated his life, as they loved when it seemed hard to love, as they shared when it seemed  hard to share, as they told of their love for their Christ; then they would continue to grow in grace and be made strong in the power that comes only from God.  This was there source of thanksgiving, this was their hope and their joy; this was there true reason for giving thanks.   

Paul wanted the men and women of Thessalonica to understand that though their current situation seemed to offer no reason to give thanks, their true situation as children of a loving, living God offered every reason to give thanks.  Paul saw the reality of their every day circumstances but he asked them to look more deeply into those circumstances and to see, even in them, reason to give thanks.  Paul asked them to look deeply into the challenge their love of Christ posed to the leaders of Thessalonica; look deeply and give thanks because their behavior and their allegiance to Christ made them a visible witness to the love of Christ; a witness for all to see.  Paul wanted them to look deeply at the dissension that was taking place within their own ranks, look deeply and give thanks because though there was disagreement no one left the community.  Even though there were squabbles by God’s grace they remained together and had the opportunity to encourage one another, be patient with one another, learn from one another, and that was a reason to give thanks.

Paul wanted them and wants us to see that in every situation if we will look more deeply then we can find a reason to give thanks.  He wanted them and us to know that in every circumstance God is shaping and teaching; holding us and loving us and has something deep within the circumstance, deep within the situation, that will guide and teach us, form and transform us and from which we can emerge and give thanks.  
This Thanksgiving there is much around us that causes us to wonder can we give thanks?  There are situations in our families; loved ones who are hurting, loved ones who are estranged, people who have disappointed us; there are circumstances of finances and health and spiritual hurts that cause us to wonder, can we give thanks?  There are situations in our nation, violence and war, unemployment at an all time high, and the threatened demise of industries that were once thought to be rock solid; circumstances that cause us to wonder can we give thanks?  But just as Paul said to small church on the Via Egnatia, I can say to a small church at the corner of Lincoln and Grove, we can give thanks.  For the same God whom Paul loved and served, the same Christ whom he commended to the men and women of Thessalonica, that same power is alive today and says to you and me, do not look only at the surface of your circumstances, but look deeply and have hope.  Look deeply and when your heart is breaking know that I am with you and I love you.  Know that I will walk with you in every circumstance, every situation and in time, I will redeem every situation, in time, I will show you the lesson that extends beyond the momentary to meanings that are deeper, and I will offer you the opportunity to give thanks.  

In communities like Barrington and Buffalo Grove there are moments and circumstances that seem to be void of the possibility of thanksgiving.  The economic down turn that has affected everyone can contain the possibility of thanksgiving; for as we each have to consider how we will spend our money we may come to realize it is not what we can buy that is precious but it who we love and what we can give heart to heart that is truly beyond value.  If we can learn that lesson anew that is a reason for giving thanks.

And in our country; a nation at war on so many fronts, there is even here a reason for thanksgiving; not in a generation have so many minds and hearts been focused on what it means to be at peace and what it means to be respected as a nation that seeks to transform our implements of war into implements of hope, and as the prophet Micah
 says, study war no more.   This is a reason for thanksgiving.

And in your home, when there are loved ones estranged, or loved ones not well; or loved ones gone there is even in this a reason for thanks because your heart reaches out to them because you love them, and to have loved and lost is better, Tennyson tells us, than to never have loved at all.
  
In every situation there is a reason to give thanks.  It may not be clear on first glimpse, but it is there.  In time, as we seek God and learn to see beyond the momentary to meanings that are deeper, we will find the rhythm and the cadence to give thanks.

And there is one more thing, as Christians we have a true and a deeper resource and reason from which we can give thanks.  For some 2,000 years ago the God of all creation sent a babe, wrapped in flesh, to show us the way to give thanks in all things.  The God of all creation, gave us the son, who became the perfect sacrifice, for all our sin.  The God of all creation created a way for you and for me to become a part of God’s plan and kingdom and to have a peace that passes all understanding and a hope that is made real in the promise of abundant and eternal life as we follow Christ.  Our deepest reason for giving thanks is that Jesus has come and welcomes you and me to follow.
And so, as we move from this place today, into the fullness of a holiday season, let me ask you to consider what it means to give thanks in every situation.  Let me ask you to take those moments and those circumstances in which you cannot readily give thanks and let me encourage you to ask God to show you how to look more deeply and see what there is to see.  Let me ask you to do what the choir called us to do in their anthem of praise this morning; let us ask God to give us thankful hearts that we may see and then in seeing, give thanks.
Amen. [image: image1.png]



� For more information, please see http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thessalonica.


� For more information, please see http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cassander.


� Micah4:3.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.quotationspage.com/quotes/Alfred_Lord_Tennyson/" �Alfred Lord Tennyson� (1850).  In Memoriam,  line 27, stanza 4.
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