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This is the last Sunday we will use advertisements to grace our bulletins and to inspire new directions in preaching.
  The Gospel according to Acura, or their good news, is they have developed a technology that helps eliminate blind spots.  You and I can experience the phenomenon of blind spots by taking our bulletins, covering our right eye, holding the bulletin at arm’s length and then as we begin reading the paragraph on the page move the bulletin closer to our faces.  If you can manage all of this you will see that at some point the small dot on the left hand side of the page disappears.  If you are so inclined, let’s try it.
Did the dot disappear?  Well, you know the dot did not really disappear; it only entered our blind spots.  Technically, a blind spot is the “spot” in your field of vision that corresponds to the area on the optic disc of your retina where there is a lack of light-detecting photoreceptor cells.  Since there are no cells to detect light on that part of the retina the field of vision is not perceived. The brain fills in that space with surrounding information from the other eye, so the blind spot looks filled in but in fact it’s not even seen. 
  That’s why it’s a blind spot.

The technology Acura has invented alerts drivers that something has entered their blind spot.  When an object enters that space, warning lights begin to flash and the driver is alerted to shift their position so that they might seen the source of unseen danger.  That’s the gospel according to Acura.  Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we were all retrofitted with technology to warn us when something enters our blind spots, because blind spots can get us in trouble.  Witness the life of David, King of Israel.

The “situation” that occasions the problem of 2 Samuel 12, our morning’s text, arises because David has an enormous blind spot.  Just one chapter earlier, 2 Samuel 11, David is found strolling about his rooftop.  From this vantage point he sees a woman bathing.  He desires her, sends for her and takes her; all the while knowing she is a married woman with a husband off at war.  
According to the text, after David’s heinous crime, Bathsheba, the woman, conceives and to cover up his crime David sends for her husband Uriah and urges him to sleep with his wife.  But Uriah will not.  He says to the king in so many words, it is not seemly for a war time commander to enjoy the fruits of his home life when soldiers are battling for the nation’s life.  David makes multiple attempts to get Uriah to go into Bathsheba, but the soldier will not.  Finally, David sends Uriah back to the battle field carrying a letter to the General in charge, a letter that carries this message; put Uriah in the front line where the fighting is the fiercest.  Then withdraw from him so he will be stuck down and die.
’

David’s blind spot – that place where no light enters and where the cells of his very being are stopped from seeing clearly – is the proper use of his God-given power.  David is blind to how one should use power.  He has given in to the false impression that his power is “autonomous and self sufficient.” 
  Like other powerful people in powerful positions [David now imagines he] can define reality in his own terms.  David had “succumbed to the illusion of royal reality as ultimate authority.”
  David’s blind spot is his misguided belief that his royal power supersedes God’s divine power.
  
Ah but the good news from Acura that a technology exists to help people with their blind spots, did not originate with Acura, for the God who instills David’s faith, the God who fills his heart, that God was at work providing the same technology for David, and the technology’s name Nathan.  
In the text that Patty read Nathan approaches David flashing not warning lights, but words of warning.  Through the careful and subtle telling of a parable Nathan informs David of the blind spot of a rich, arrogant man and when the parable is at its end, when David is ready to throttle the proverbial man; Nathan tells him, it is he.  The rich man in the parable had a blind spot, David had a blind, and they are not alone.
Science tells us that each vertebrate
 that walks or crawls along this earth has eyes that are made in the same way, and each vertebrate has a blind spot, that means you and I have physical blind spots, and I imagine because we are human we have spiritual blind spots too.  And no less than in the days of King David, blind spots can get us into trouble.
But just as God set on the earth a Prophet named Nathan, just as God made of him a technology to help David see his blind spot, and side note here, the word technology simply means the “practical tools, skills and the means necessary” to accomplish a thing.  The first pencil was a source of technology, the wheel its own technology, the computer is a piece of technology, but the earliest and most lasting form of technology is the human being who in the body of Nathan was the practical tool, skill, and means necessary to accomplish what God wanted accomplished for David.  

And God has a technology available for you and for me, a means and the practical tools to help us avoid the difficulties of our blind spots cause in our lives.  That technology is spelled out in Paul’s letter to the church at Galatia.  
What is the technology, what is the corrective to our blind spots?  It is this, it is our one another; for Paul says dear brothers and sisters, whenever, if ever, you see another who is about to be taken over by a blind spot, who is about to be subject to the temptation of sin, who is about to fall into a transgression, you have received Christ’s spirit, restore such a one in the spirit of gentleness.  Beloved of God, you are the means, you have the skills and you are the practical tools necessary, you are the technology according to God, placed here to help one another identify, work around, and avoid the pitfalls of blind spots.
But please note, in Paul’s letter he is concerned both with our willingness to help our brothers and sisters remain safe and with the way we go about this task.  Did you hear him, you who have received Christ’s spirit, restore your brother or sister in a spirit of gentleness?  
Two very important points in this sentence, the first one is you who have received Christ’s Spirit, by this Paul means you who made mistakes but were forgiven by the blood of the lamb, you who realize you are not perfect but loved by a perfect God, you who would be dead in your sins were it not for God’s mercy; you are the ones who understand what it feels like to be headed toward a blind spot and then to have grace bring you back; you are the ones who are perfectly positioned to speak a word of hope into a brother or sister’s life, because you remember what it felt like when someone helped you.  That’s the first part of Paul’s invitation to us to be modern day Nathan’s, we who have been given God’s grace must now offer it to another.  

And the second point, we must reach out and toward this brother or sister, this person to whom we will play the Nathan with tenderness, with gentleness, with humility and kind words.  We may not come toward them with words of condemnation, with words of judgment, with words tinged with harsh edges and powerful blows.  We are not God’s equivalent of brass knuckles or anything else meant to deliver pain.  We are God’s gentle technology, telling stories like Nathan, extending a hand like Nathan, making sure the message comes through in a way it can be heard, like Nathan, identifying and helping another avoid or repair the damage caused by blind spots.

And when we do this, we fulfill the highest law of the land, for Paul said when you speak this way with your brothers and sisters, when you bear their burdens with them’ then we fulfill the law of Christ.  And that is to love God and neighbor as yourself.  
But it is not easy being a modern day Nathan.  Often people do not want to hear a word of correction, do not want to be told they are moving toward a cliff or toward the danger that a blind spot can cause.  It’s not easy being a Nathan.  But where would David be without his Nathan?  

And in our lives, where would we be without the Nathan’s, without the men and women who saw us heading the wrong way and with humility helped us see what was looming in front of us, that thing we could not see.  I had a Nathan in the early days of my career when it was easy to play fast and loose, when it was easy to make mistakes that could destroy a career.  One day a man who no longer lives, but Andre knows him, and Andre knows this story, a man by the name of Silas Parnell saw me coming out of a place I should not have been.  And he put his arm around my shoulder and insisted that we have breakfast.  During that meal he told me all of the things I would lose if people thought me untrustworthy in my career.  That was over 30 years ago, but I have never forgotten and I am grateful for Silas, who was my Nathan, who spoke to me of my blind spot
Being a Nathan is not easy, but beloved of God, if you are in the position that Nathan was in, hear the words of Paul again, you who have received Christ’s spirit, it is yours to use a spirit of gentleness to help restore the person headed wrong.  In our world we do not have enough Nathans and we need more.  
And beloved, if you are like me when Silas Parnell approached, if you are like David when Nathan appeared; then be willing to listen and learn about your blind spot, that spot in you where there is no light, learn from the one who has come to guide you in gentleness and then seek God’s forgiveness and know that you are forgiven.

The good news of Acura pales when compared to the Good News of Jesus made clear through Paul, we are given help with our blind spots, and because God loves us, our technology is human and can hold us and encourage us.  Our technology is our community whom God has given us to help keep us safe.  Amen. 
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