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As Jesus prayed the words of our gospel text they were all there.  They were all gathered together under one roof, under one name.  They were there to learn of him, to be touched by him.  They were all there for one reason, to glorify God and to worship the Son.  They were all there, but they were divided and the division showed.  Just a few chapters earlier Judas Iscariot had given up on Jesus and began a plot to take his life.  Four chapters earlier Peter, yes Peter, challenged him on a ritual as simple as washing a friend’s feet.
Somehow God’s people have been divided throughout the ages and the pages of our sacred text bear witness to this.  There is a story in Genesis 11; it is a story about the arrogance of God’s people; arrogance that led to the building of a tower to reach into the heavens so that the people could see God face to face.  The story of the tower of Babel ends with God scattering God’s people to the corners of the earth and giving them languages and tongues that differed and divided them.  
Yes, even in the time of Abram God’s people were divided.  For you see in Genesis 13 we hear that Abram and Lot were so blessed, blessed beyond measure by the bounty of their herds and flocks.  But when their possessions became too many quarrels broke out and these two great men of the biblical writ went their different ways divided by blessings and God’s beneficence.  
God’s people have suffered divisions even within a single family.  The text tells us that when Jacob stole Esau’s birth right in Genesis 27; Jacob was forced to flee, thereby dividing the very soul and heart of this biblical clan.  
God’s people have been divided through tension and throughout time and they are divided still.

Today, there are some among God’s people would say to me, you cannot lead the church of the living God for you are a woman, and Paul says I suffer not a woman to lead, to teach a man.  Our divisions are showing.  Others would say to my brother Eugene Robinson, the first openly gay Bishop in the Episcopal Church, you may not lead the church for you are outside of God’s law.  We are divided and our divisions are showing.

Among followers of Jesus Christ, some believe the supper we share on the first Sunday must be thought of as a memorial, something Jesus asked us to do in simple remembrance of him.  While others, who are equally beloved of God, know in the depth of their being that through the mystery of God the bread and the wine become the very body and blood of our Savior.  

Our divisions are showing when with impunity sons and daughters of the same living God claim “those Christians” do not belong because they do not believe the same as I do.  They say “you” do not belong because “you” hold opinions opposite theirs regarding a virgin’s ability to give birth.  The ubiquitous “you” does not belong because of a belief or an absence of belief in a red sea that stood up and stood still, divided by the word of God spoken by Moses.  
With a righteousness that divides, some within the family of God openly declare that the resurrection was real and others hold that it was a reflection on themes of new life and new beginnings.  Some demand that the manifestation of food to feed 1,000’s from a few loaves of bread and a few little fish was a metaphor and others shout the word miracle.  Yes some use the text to divide God’s family by agreeing or disagreeing that it is possible for a man to walk on water or still a storm; that is plausible to believe in healings that are miraculous, and it perfectly plain that prophets who once were lifted by their hair can be teleported here and there, and that hungry lions will not always feel compelled to dine on captured Hebrew boys by the name of Daniel.  

In the end we as Christians are divided, divided because we do not read the text in the same way, divided because our beliefs differ at the deepest levels, divided by our behavior and the division is showing.

When those who followed Jesus gathered to hear the words he spoke before his passion, when they gathered to hear what scholars call his farewell discourse, the chapters of John from 14 – 17, they came because they loved him; they came because they claimed to follow him, they gathered to learn of him, to be touched by him, to glorify God and to worship the Son, but they were divided.  
Yet, they came and based on the 14th – 17th chapters of John they heard him say, “Love another, this is my commandment to you”.  They heard him instruct, “Abide in me and I will abide in you, this is my covenant with you.  He spoke to them of their coming power to do greater things when he said, “Greater things than I do you will do” this is my pledge to you.  Jesus spoke to them of their ability to produce good fruit and to feed a hungry and a dying world when he promised them “I chose you and set you apart to go and bear fruit, fruit that will remain that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give it to you”.  

They gathered so that they might hear from his lips the direction for their lives; yet though they heard the same words, though they were privy to the same wisdom, they were divided and the division showed.
Despite the disconnection, despite the divided hearts, in the final portion of his farewell discourse Jesus addresses their divided state, the division that began back at Babel and exists still today.  Through our morning text he speaks words to address their division, our division.  And what is more, what is so crucial about these words is not only what he says but to whom he says it.  Jesus does not speak to those gathered with him about their sad state of separation, for he knows they can do nothing on their own behalf to heal their divided selves.  He speaks his final words to God, the one who has all power, the one who can make a difference in a divided situation.  
In his final turn Jesus turns from the disciples and turns in prayer toward his God; a God who yet had, yet has, plans for his divided people.  And in this prayer the Savior prays something so profound; something so penetrating it still takes my breath away.  
If you believe like the orators of ancient days, if you believe as Aristotle taught and as Cicero practiced, that that which an orator speaks as his last word is calculated to be the most important portion of his presentation, then the carefully crafted words of Jesus’ farewell discourse must be taken in as critical information for those who would follow him, those who would believe.  

In the form of a prayer Jesus’ final words are this, “Father, I pray that these you have given me, these who believe in me, these shall be one.  I pray that they may be one as you and I are one.”  I pray that as you my God – the God of holiness, God of righteousness, God of justice, God of peace, God of hope; as you and I are one in inaugurating new life, one in authoring new hope, one in applying the balm of forgiveness, one in bringing the blessing of assurance, one in being a beacon of joy, one in being the promise of unity; that all who love us will be brought into our union, into our unity, into our relationship, into the oneness that has been ordained for those who love us.  Oneness, where there is no division.  Oneness, where all hearts are united for all things that are good, all things that are true, all things that are pure, all things that are lovely, all things that are of a good report.  God, I pray that those who love us would join with us and be in us, as one.

And I pray this so that the world may see and believe that you sent me, sent me so that I might heal the broken hearted, sent me so that I might bind up the wounds of those who are injured, sent me so that I might love those who are without love, sent me so that I might set right systems that are unjust, sent me so that I might be hope for the possibility of a world not divided but a world united in peace and justice, righteousness and love.  I pray that my followers might be one with us so that the world might see them and their unity in us; that the world might see them and might be drawn to know more about us, the source of strength and power available for the entire world.  
A prayer prayed 2000 years ago and yet the family of Christ is not yet one.  We stand in pulpits and preach hate, we stand before TV cameras and foment division, we speak across airwaves seemingly seeking ways to divide and the world sees, sees us not as Christ called us to be, united as one, but sees us as conservative versus liberal, fundamentalist versus progressive, Baptists divided by doctrine and dogma, protestants and Catholics divided by creed and tradition.  The world sees us as brothers versus sisters and our division shows.
But it is not over yet, the trumpet has not yet sounded and Christ has not returned.  The good news is that time has not yet run out and we may yet work to be as Christ calls us to be, one in unity with God and the son.  
Jesus prayed, Father I am praying for those who will come after me, those who will live in McHenry, Lake and Cook counties; those who will live in the perilous days of the 21st century when it is so easy to be divided behind walls and labels, when it is so easy to dismiss “those Christians” as wrong and even dangerous, when it is so easy to say they are not like me and therefore I will not like them.  Jesus prayed for us and for all Christians, he prayed that we would be one, united in and by the power of the unity of the Creator God and the Redeemer Son, united by and in the power of the community that is created in the relationship of God and Jesus and the Holy Spirit, united in and by the power that binds us together as Christian brothers and sisters.  The time has not run out on us yet, the prayer is still in play and the call on our lives for unity within the body of Christ is still true.  Now the question is, what will we do, because the world is watching, it is watching us as Christians and our divisions are showing!
Father I pray that they will be one.  We are the “they”, and the "they" is all who believe in Christ.  From our seats here in Barrington, how might we respond to this prayer?  My brothers and sisters, it is so easy, so tempting to come up with a “to do” list.  It is so easy to identity those Christians who are different and to walk up to them, to shake their hands and to announce, I am your brother, I am your sister, and I am going to love you if it kills me.  

But what if a “to do” list is not a proper response just now.  What if our proper response is to pray for the move of the Spirit in this place, right here on the corner of Lincoln and Grove?  What if our response is to welcome the spirit into our lives and to seek to live more and more in the unity of the spirit as understood in the life of Jesus?  What if our response is to welcome into our lives a deeper knowledge of the truth and the justice, the hope and power, the joy and righteousness of a God who says through his son, I love you, I know you and I call you to know me and then to go forth into the world as sign and symbol that I exist.  
What if our first task is to be deeply loved by God as God’s own sons and daughters and by Jesus as joint heirs with him to all that God desires to give?  What if our first task is to be deepened in this love and then, with the knowledge that comes from our awareness of this love and the study of God’s word, we move into the world better able to walk with members of our Christian family; better able to talk with those with whom we may not see all things the same.  Better able to serve the Savior by first deepening our relationship with him and then with those we formerly called them.  What if we are called in this order to be transformed into more and more of Christ’s likeness so that we may move into the world as ambassadors of truth and righteousness, hope and peace; the very things that mark the reign of God in and for the entire world.
Father the world is watching and as your children we desire to be an authentic, a truthful, a powerful sign and symbol of your reign, of your peace, of your hope, of your justice of your love.  God we pray for all those who believe and who will believe in Jesus that we all may be one.  
Community Church, let us be one in this, that we will commit to deepening our knowledge of this one who calls us to unity in his name and that we will pray that as we may become more and more like him the world may see us as one in Christ and one in service; seeking to bringing about the way of Christ, the peace and justice, the hope and love, the righteousness and faith of God for all of the world.   Our text from the book of Proverbs says wisdom is crying out, inviting those who will to hear.  The wisdom of our unity in Christ is the wisdom I believe we are invited to hear and choose this day.
Let us pray.
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