A TRIUNE GOD:  A TRIUNE PEOPLE
Genesis 1:1-3, 26a and John 1:1-5, 14

TRINTY SUNDAY

May 18, 2008

This morning we come to a Sunday set aside by the church to decipher and discuss the Trinity; the ancient triad of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  It modern days the Trinity has run into trouble for the formulation Father, Son and Spirit had made God male in the minds of too many.  So gratefully the formula Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer came into being.  But long before the gender issue grew; from its inception the concept of the Trinity caused trouble and confusion.  Soon after the young church had been chosen by the Emperor Constantine as the established church, trouble broke out.  Some said Christianity was not a faith of one God, but of many gods.  Some thought it orthodoxy that Father, Son and Spirit were each their own degree of g/God.  Trouble broke out.  Some thought it heresy that the Son was made equal with the Father; heresy and foolishness for does not the hierarchy of Father over Son indicate that they can never be equal, never be the same?  This concept of the Trinity has created controversy in contemporary church and havoc in the young and newly constituted church. 
But in ancient days the Emperor called into Council bishops and leaders of the church.  In 325 AD in a place called Nicaea, modern day Turkey, the bishops and the leaders gathered and the Constantine implored them to discuss and debate, decipher and decide the meaning of the relationship between the Father and the Son and the Spirit.  And out of the Council at Nicaea came the words of a creed that have lasted almost two millennia, words that to some are so familiar.  
We believe in one God, the, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible.  We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father before all worlds, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with God; by whom all things were made.  We believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of life, who proceedeth from the Father, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified
.

Out of the confusion that the Father plus the Son, plus the Spirit might equal three, unequal, separate, and distinct Gods came the power of Nicaea that 1 + 1 + 1 = 1, blessed singular, blessed unified Trinity.  And we, who come as part of the Christian Church, live with this mystery; with the mathematics that make no sense unless they are added together by faith, 1 + 1 + 1 can equal 1.

And what are we to do with this Trinity, with this mystery so profound volumes have been written about it for 1,000’s of years?  What are we to do with something so inscrutable no one can answer all of the questions that arise?  Why would the church set aside a Sunday to study that which has no agreed upon answers and has a history of being impossible to explain?  

I believe there are many answers to these questions, and I do not profess to be wise enough to offer more than a glimpse, more than a take on the possibility of truth.  But on this Sunday morning I come to share two reasons why God’s people must discuss, debate and digest the concept of the Trinity.  First, all the world is in need of the Trinity and two, you and I are modeled after the Trinity.
First, the world needs the Trinity.  Listen to a description of the persons of God offered in the very first verses of Genesis.

In verse one we hear, “In the beginning God created.”  The first thing we know about God is that God is a power that creates.  And the Hebrew word, used in this text for create, is bara'.
  Bara’ means to shape and to fashion, to transform out of nothing something that is new.  In the beginning we know that God created bara’.  The world needs a creative God.  We need a God who can look into the space that is nothing or into the space that is formless and void and create out of it a something, and not just any something but, something that is good.  The first thing we know about the triune God is that God is creator and creative.
And if we follow the flow of the Genesis text, the next thing we learn is that the Spirit of God moved over raging waters that roiled and churned in the midst of vast darkness.  The second thing we know about the triune God is that God’s Spirit moved.  
Again, the Hebrew that is used for the word moved, the action that the Spirit takes, is so very important for us to understand.  God’s Spirit, moved; it rach-aph.
  Rach-aph means to become soft, to become tender, to cherish and to tend with deep and abiding love.  God’s Spirit became the force that softened its shape; that bent to hold, to love, to guide, to keep, to cherish, to sustain the ranging waters caught in darkness.  
In the Bible’s first reference to God’s Spirit the picture that is presented is of a loving parent becoming soft to reach down, quiet and hold a raging child; a child whom they love, a child whom they cherish; who for a moment is caught in the darkness of emotions that they cannot hold.  Here the picture of the person of the Trinity that we call Spirit moves and sustains the world, holding it, keeping it, loving it softly and tenderly.

The world needs the Spirit.  For to be without the person of the triune God who can sense our fear or hurt, our shame or guilt, our powerlessness or despair; who can sense the need for wisdom or the need for patience is to be without that which we need.  The world needs the Spirit when it, when we, are roiling in darkness and need comfort, or power, assurance or peace.  When chaos wells up like waters in the night; the world needs a God who can come and become soft, holding us with tenderness and abiding love, sustaining us through the night.  

And the third verse of Genesis 1 says to us, “And God said”.  In fact in this first creation story the phrase “And God said” occurs eleven times.  And God said, and there was light, God said and the sky appeared.  God said and the dry land came forth; the moon and the stars, the sun and the grass, the trees and the birds, the fish and the bugs burst forward.  And each time God said the story tells us something was enacted.  Each time God said the efficacy of God’s word brought into being something that was actual, something that was real.  And I know there are those who hold this story as metaphorical and not literal truth, yet even in the metaphor one cannot miss the meaning, each time God said, something happened and what happened was good.  

The Gospel writer John tells us the same thing, before the beginning was the beginning the Word already existed and it was good.  God’s word existed and it took a form, a certain form, and we read that form was Jesus and it was good.  When God’s word was spoken something broke forth, something was enacted.   God’s word, in human form, was made real and something actual came into being, something that provides us with hope, gives us a glimpse of God, in flesh, on earth, as human, something that is very good.

The world in which we live needs all three parts of the Trinity.  We need a God who creates, and creates something out of the chaos of nothing.  We need a God who can bend and reach, touch and hold, love and cherish; even and especially in the midst of darkness and rage.  And I do not know about you, but I need what John tells me about the person of the Trinity that was the word made flesh.  
Yesterday I had an amazing conversation with one of the J2A students.  This young man noted that he had real trouble with the one we call Jesus.  He could not understand how the historical Jesus could be God.  Yet as our conversation unfolded the need for a world to be able to touch and see some manifestation of the God of creation and the soft and tender Spirit of life became plausible.  As we talked about why the awesome, majestic, omniscient, omnipotent, omnipresent God who can be the invisible Spirit also would come to earth and become human this young man called Jesus a good “selling point” for God.  And I said yes!  Jesus is a selling point.  Because what need does the world have of a God who is not able to understand what it is to have flesh that can be pierced, a heart that can be broken and a life that can be lost. This young man was right, Jesus is a selling point and the world needs to know what the writer of Hebrews tells us, that the one we call Savior is not some high and mighty person who does not know what it feels like to be betrayed, to be left all alone, to be disappointed and to be sad
 but has experienced everything we have experienced.
Why set aside a Sunday to study the Trinity?  Why grapple with what scholars have been unable to get a grip on?  Because the world needs to know this God we love meets us and our needs in distinct and diverse ways through the power of each of God’s three persons.  Yet, by faith, we take in the three persons of God not as separate or as split but as the mystery of 1 plus 1 plus 1 equals one.

And there is a second reason we must investigate and engage the place of the Trinity.  You and I are modeled after the Trinity.  In Genesis 1:26 it says God made you and me in God’s likeness and God’s image.  And my brothers and my sisters, please do not miss the use of the terms likeness and image.  They are there on purpose and they carry very different meanings.  
To be made in the image of the triune God is to be made to resemble God in nature.  We have in us the nature of God.  Our nature, our disposition, our most essential selves are drawn from the nature of God.  We as human beings need to love and receive love.  Yes, that is right because we were created by a God of love.  We as men and women, young men and women, were created to be in community, to be in relationship.  Yes, that’s right for even God was in community; even God was in relationship with the other persons of the triune God from the beginning of time.  
To be made in God’s image is to be like God in nature.  
And to be made in God’s likeness is to be like God in behavior.  Remembering how God is described in the first three verses of Genesis; on our best days we are like God in our behavior.  We are creative, making something out of what looked like nothing.  We are creative, taking difficulty and making it a lesson learned, making it something good.  We are like God in behavior and that means we have the ability to create.  And second we are like God in behavior for we have the ability to rach-aph, to move.  We, like the Spirit moving above the waters, can soften and comfort; we can bend and hold, love deeply and dearly, guide and sustain.  Oh, and being like God in behavior means we have the person of God in our nature that is the ability to speak and to enact, to speak and bring into being, to speak and make something which was not real.  
In this congregation there are people who have created homes and babies, created hope and harmony, created businesses and nature preserves, created a website and a choir, created foundations and organizations, created new life and possibilities beyond reason.  You are made in the image of a Triune God, yes you are creative.  And right here on this corner you have sustained this church, sustained one another, sustained vision and energy.  You are made in the image of Triune God and you move and sustain.  And your tongue, your words are powerful.  You speak and hearts are encouraged.  You speak and truth is told.  You speak and love is given.  You are made in God’s triune image with the ability to create, sustain and speak and you are very good.  You are made in the image of a Triune God to be a triune people.

And as I prepare to take my seat there is at least one more way we are made in the model of the Trinity.  God was in dialogue and in relationship with God’s triune self.  Nothing God did in the beginning was done alone or in isolation; all was done in relationship and in community.  We are made by a triune God to be a triune people in this way as well.  I am not complete with out God and without you.  The bends and the swirls of the Trinity encompass Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer; but they also encompass self – all of me the good and the bad, other – all of God’s creation and God – all of God’s triune being.  To be whole to be complete, made in this triune image I must be in communion with God, with you and with self.  It is no mistake that Jesus said if you are going to get this right you must love God, your neighbor and your self.  It is no mistake that in God’s image and likeness we are called to be in community as part of a Holy Threesome a triune people made in the image of a triune God!
And when we come together with our understanding of the Trinity, when we see ourselves as modeled after a symbol of balance and power; when we understand it as a guide for our relationships in this realm, then we begin to take into ourselves the mystery and the profundity of 1 plus one plus one equal one Triune one.  I need you, you need me, we need God and when you add us up we equal one force for hope, one source of good, one voice for truth, one hand for helping, one body for working, one smile for cheering, one made up of three. 
On this Trinity Sunday, I thank God that you and I are made in the image of the Trinity.  I thank God that we can reach for our God given image and likeness.  I thank God also for the mystery of the Trinity, for if I could explain it all it would be too small to represent the God we love and serve.  I thank God for this Trinity Sunday, Holy, Holy, Holy, Merciful and Might, God in three persons, blessed Trinity.  

Now may God’s Spirit, working in creation, move us into the world, to be a force and a source, a voice and a hand; one body for the work of our God, three in one. 
� This quote represents the Nicene Creed in part.  For the entire creed please see http://www.creeds.net/ancient/nicene.htm.
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� Hebrews 4:15


� Though the limitations of this sermon require some ideas to fall to the cutting room floor.  For those reading the script, I would like to propose that we are like the Triune God in another way.  Some depict God as the mind, Jesus as the body and the Holy Spirit as the animating spirit.  In God’s great design you are triune, you have a mind that God wants you to use, you have a body that God wants you to use and you have a spirit that God wants you to use.
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