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I am a pretty friendly person, but I am not one to do much talking on airplanes.  However, this past Monday as I was returning from Boston, the gentlemen seated next to me inquired about all of the music I was thumbing through.  I explained who I was and that I was reviewing the anthems for the next few Sundays through Holy Week.  He asked me what the choir was going to sing this morning, and I gladly handed him a copy of, What God Ordains is Always Good.  After looking at the title he frowned deeply and handed the music back to me, without so much as opening it.  I knew I was in trouble when next he said, “What God ordains is not always good.”
Now before I go on, I have to tell you the back story.  I was on an early morning flight trying to get back for a day full of meetings. I planned to use the flight time to prepare for those meetings and so I prayed that my upgrade to first class would be approved.  As I prayed I made one of those little bargains we make with God.  Foolishly, I said something like Lord; if I can sit up front I promise I will work even harder for you.  What I meant was I would work harder to prepare for my meetings, not to talk with Martin. That was my seat mate’s name, Martin.  And so when he frowned at the notion that what God ordains is always good, I knew God was calling me to make good on my prayer.   

It seems that Martin had not had an easy few months.  His financial services business –

once very successful –  was now under water and the resulting loss of income seemed destined  to force his daughter to drop out of her Ivy League School.  He followed by telling me he was sitting up front only because he had miles to use up and, as he knew he had better use them quickly.  
Our conversation turned just as quickly to what in the world was on God’s mind, what in the world was God ordaining, as the world seemed determined to spin out of control.  See Martin believed that somehow God was ordaining all of the difficulty of our world.  And he could prove it by listing a litany of global ills that God could fix if God wanted to fix them.  As I listened to his list of what was going wrong, there was not must with which I disagreed.  But I did disagree with his willingness to blame it all on God.  Where in his schema, I asked, was humanity’s hand and what had they, or we, caused or ordained, as opposed to God?  Our conversation continued to touch down.
By the time we landed I was sure I had done little to convince Martin that God was not at fault in every situation.  But I said to him that I would think about our conversation, and I have.  And it, and the beautiful lyrics of this morning’s anthem, has stayed with me all week long.  Beloved, if we are going to raise lyrics like those of our morning’s anthem then we need to be prepared to back them up.  Martin had challenged me to do so and I need to rise to his challenge.  
What has God ordained for our world?  It is a question worth asking.  To ordain,
 according to both the Hebrew and Greek texts of our Bible, is to establish, to render, to cause to be.  What is it that God has ordained; that God has rendered and called into being for our world?  And, is it always good?  The only way I know to begin to investigate this question is to turn to that which God originally ordained at creation.
  
In the beginning that which was nothing became something.  In the beginning darkness was interrupted by light.  In the beginning the sky took shape, the waters and dry land obeyed boundaries not drawn by human hands.  The sun and moon, the stars and planets hung in the heavens and all below began to teem with life.  And then the Divine Mover moved toward creating an image of the God-self; male and female image bearers took in breath and became living souls.  Female and male bearers of God’s image, filled with God’s spirit, were placed in a garden divine.  
In the beginning God ordained, God brought into being a community that knew only harmony; that knew only peace, that knew only order.  God spoke and a place was established where the lion and the lamb strolled side by side; where the anaconda and the antelope often inquired as to one another’s health.  In every iota of the Genesis story what we learn is what God ordained; abundance, beauty, peace, accord, concord and even more.  And it seems that there was more.  For in the beginning humanity and divinity walked side by side in the cool of the evening, in closeness and in love.  And there was no hate, no want, no worry and no fear.   

What God ordained was very good!  What God originally ordained in those moments or millennia that began creation’s story is what God intends for all of humanity, for all of time; a relationship where humanity and divinity walk together through all things; a relationship where all parts of creation work together in harmony; a relational community marked by peace and abundance, hope and joy.  That is what God still ordains for God’s creation and it is still very good.

But something happened in Biblical Eden.  Something entered that perfect peace and what had been ordained was shattered by the invasion of something that was not original.  Something happened and our text calls it sin.
  And sin, we have noticed before, in the Hebrew means that choice which draws one off the path of God; and in the Greek it means that which causes us to miss the mark.  Something happened to God’s original plan and since that day we who have followed have been drawn off the path and have continued to miss the mark of being in perfect relationship with our God, one another and our world.  

But beloved of God; this behavior, this loss of the right path and our uncanny ability to miss the mark does not change the hope and the promise of God’s intention, of what God originally ordained.  And so in the midst of one of his greatest moments of teaching; in the middle of the Sermon on the Mount – Jesus offers a corrective for all that has happened to disrupt God’s original intent.  Jesus asks all who will listen to seek first the Kingdom of God.  Seek first the realm of God, the Dominion of God and God’s righteousness.  To seek God’s righteousness is to seek a right standing, a right relationship with God.  It is to seek to be in the kind of relationship God and Adam first knew; a relationship that welcomed him, and welcomes us, to walk with God in the cool of the evening and all of our lives through.  To be in right relationship with God is to know God’s love, to accept it, to revel in it, claim it as your own and in the depth of your heart to desire to obey God’s word.  
And that is not all.  Jesus also invites us to seek God’s Kingdom, to seek to finds ways to transform our world into a place where justice is available and none are oppressed, where peace is a hallmark and war is no more, where abundance is omnipresent and no one is without; where God’s creation fulfills our needs and we with tender hands care for all of creation.  These are the characteristics of the Kingdom of God.

Jesus summons those who will follow him to seek to love those who are alone and to lift up those who are fallen, to welcome those who are outcast and to embrace those who live as our enemies.  This is the action that will bring about God’s kingdom – a place where not only the antelope and the anaconda dine together but where those who once hated one another will too; this is the place where not only will the lion and the lamb play; but those who once lived in opposition will as well.  This is the place where humanity will know the presence of divinity and all will rejoice in the relationship of love; God for God’s creation and God’s creation for the triune God.
Seek these things, seek God’s Kingdom, Jesus says, and do no be afraid.  For fear blocks our ability to seek.  Fear, the kind of fear about which Jesus speaks in this text, is conveyed by the Greek word merimnan.  It is a fear that is an all consuming anxious way of being.  It is a fear that settles in your stomach and keeps you awake all night long.  It’s that feeling that overtakes you and makes it impossible for you to think about or do anything else.  Do not be afraid, do not allow merimnan to paralyze or hinder your life, your seeking of the things God has ordained.  For fear is not the way God calls us to live.  II Timothy 1:7 tells us God has not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.  What God ordained for you and for me, what God ordained for every living creature on earth, and for earth itself, is not the anxiety and weight of worry; but a life as free of fear as is the sparrow’s, as is the lily’s.  
And Martin, if you are listening, here is what I did not have time to say to you as we made our way from Logan to O’Hare.  Martin, if you are listening and beloved of God gathered in this place, as you are listening; here is how we seek what God first ordained, and Jesus affirms in this morning’s text.  Here is how we seek God’s Kingdom.  We seek it the same way we seek anything we love deeply.  If you deeply, dearly love something, someone you will pursue it at all costs.  It will occupy your heart and mind when first you rise, and when finally you stop to sleep.  We must seek God’s Kingdom, the things of God, the way one pursues a person beloved in a love story most powerful.  Think of a story that you know well, it may be your story or it may be a story known to you from film or book.  It must be a love story, an ardent, deep passionate, love story.  Now think of how the one in love pursues the one beloved.  The one in love seeks to know everything about the other.  Seeks to please her, to please him.  Seeks to win them over with time spent together, with acts of service, with gifts given from a sweet and open heart.  The one who loves pursues and desires to make their love well known.    
It is with this kind of love, with this kind of ardor that we are to seek God’s Kingdom.  Seek a world where justice is present, where joy abounds.  Seek a world where mercy is given and grace is available.  Seek a world where the things of God are both gift and goal.  And seek to know not only these things, but seek to know the one who has ordained it as such, seek to know the love of God, made known to us incarnate in Christ.  
Beloved, what God ordained is made manifest in our world through the love of Christ.  And it is reflected for all to see as you and I strive to represent God’s Kingdom each day of our lives.  Each day, we who love God and desire to see what God ordains more fully realized must seek to show the world the love of God, the power of Christ, in our actions, through our speech, by our lives.  This is our task, whether we are sitting on a plane next to a man named Martin or standing on Barrington’s streets coming near those we do not know.  It is our task to make the words of our anthem, that you know you will not be forsaken, that is why you may be unafraid; that you know God’s will for you is good, that’s why you may go out boldly and live into God’s good intention for you and for the world.
Each day, if nothing else, each of us must ask in our hearts how we might show this world, that what God has ordained is truly good, how we might show the ways of God’s Kingdom are right and whole.  
And Martin, if you are listening, I have not forgotten that your criticism of the church included sermons that have no practical application; sermons that they are so complicated, using your language poor schmucks like you can derive no help.  I have not forgotten that you asked if I couldn’t offer some steps for regular people to follow.  So Martin, if you are looking for a way to pursue the goodness of God’s Kingdom, if you are looking for a way to live into the hope of our morning anthem, the anthem you would not open or read; here is my best shot.  Here are six steps and they form an acrostic, the first letter of each step spells out the word ordain.  That we might show what God ordains is always good, let us:
Observe the details of God’s original plan.  For it in all were originally blessed.
Remember that this original blessing, original joy is what God hopes for all of creation.
Determine that we will seek God’s Kingdom and live into the ideals of the Kingdom, striving to reflect them in our lives.
Accept that Christ and the Holy Spirit are here to help us and want to be in relationship with 
us as we journey through.
I.nvite God, made known in Christ, to walk with us in the challenging task of seeking and 
reflecting God’s Kingdom.
Never give up on God’s original plan for God has not and so neither may we.
This is what God ordains, that we know the goodness of God’s plan and that we, without fear, seek to be heralds of God’s Kingdom; that which God ordained, that which is truly good.   
� The Hebrew word for ordain is shaphath (shä·fath').  The Greek word for ordain is  kathistēmi (kä-thē'-stā-mē). In the Hebrew and the Greek, to ordain means to establish, to render, to call it into being.  





� There is a wonderful book by Matthew Fox entitled Original Blessing.  It posits that our original state with God was not sinful (hence original sin is misleading), but that humanity was originally blessed and that is our natural and God-given state; the one to which all humanity should seek to return.





�  In the Hebrew the word most often used for sin is, chata' ( khä·tä'). Among its meanings are miss the goal or path of right and duty and to miss the mark.  In the Greek the word most often used for sin is hamartanō (hä-mär-tä'-nō). It too means to miss the mark.  
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