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The writer of John opens his Gospel by describing the coming of Jesus, the one who was in the beginning, the one who is the very word of God made flesh.  And just after he paints the picture of Jesus as the light of the world, the light that shines in the darkness John sees Jesus coming his way and says, “Look, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.”

Have you ever noticed that the word sin in that verse in John; the word sin in the anthem the choir just sang, is singular and not plural?  Jesus comes to take away the one sin, the one thing that we do that binds us and trips us up; the one thing that moves us outside of the plan of God.  So what is this one thing, what is this singular sin? 
Let’s consider the Biblical text.  The story that Bill read from Genesis 3 actually begins in Genesis 2.  In Genesis 2:15 it says, “Now the Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden . . . .  And the Lord God commanded the man, ‘You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.’”
 

Why not this tree?  God told Adam not this tree for the same reason an electrician tells a novice to stay away from the circuitry of a building; the absence of wisdom and experience might cost him her life.  Why not from this tree?  For the same reason a parent instructs a teenager that they are not ready for the joys of intimate relationships; for those kinds of experiences are deeper and more intricate than the emotions that stir deep within.  Why not from this tree?  For the same reason a recovering drug addict tells an active addict no more drugs for he knows that the very thing longed for is more than one can bear.  
God knew Adam and Eve could not handle, could not hold, could not control the vastness of the knowledge of good and evil.  God knew their minds and knew that their hearts could not grasp what was the breath and depth of eternal wisdom.  God knew and so God asked them to avoid the one thing that was more than they could bear.

But Adam, led by Eve – though I must point out a Biblical truth, God told Adam not to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil seven verses before Eve was created;
 nonetheless, Adam, led by Eve, chose to turn from God.  They chose to set themselves above God.  They chose a path of self determination, of self rule.  Adam and Eve chose to be autonomous and that was the first, the original, but more importantly the only, sin.

The word autonomous means that which is self contained, separate and apart, independent, in need of nothing other.  Adam and Eve’s first ,and our only, sin is to be autonomous, to be self contained; separate and apart, independent and needing no other, especially not God.
Sin is becoming autonomous, of turning away from God.  Paul Tillich in his acclaimed book on systematic theology describes the one sin of human kind as the act of turning away from that to which one ultimately belongs. 
  Further Tillich tells us that this one act, this singular sin, always results in the breaking of community; always results in the state of separation and estrangement.  When Adam and Eve chose to be autonomous, chose to rule their own selves; they broke community with God and the result was they were separated from the place God had created for them, separated from a way of life that had intended for them, separated from the sweet, intimate relationship with the God who loved them and had given them their very breath.

Cain, the child of Adam and Eve, chose to become autonomous, chose to sin.  He no longer need or wanted community with his brother.  And when the murderous deed had been done Cain was separated not only from his sibling but by God’s decree from his family and his home; breaking community with those whom he loved most.  

Throughout the Biblical text men and women have chosen to become autonomous, chosen to turn from God  Those who built the tower of Babel wanted autonomy from God and so they built a structure they thought would be so great people would honor them instead of God.  They turned their backs on the ways of God and community was broken for God’s response was to scatter them across the face of the earth.  Hubris and the desire autonomy caused Jacob to turn from God and the result was community with his brother Esau was broken.  King Saul decided he would do things his way even after the Prophet Samuel had given his explicit directions to wait and the result was King Saul’s rule was broken and the community of Israel was never again the same.  Each time one of God’s created ones, each time one of God’s sons or daughters chooses autonomy from God, chooses to move as if they are independent from God then community with God and with God’s creation is broken and the one sin, the first sin rears has reared its head again.  Judas wanted autonomy from the one whom he thought had failed in the task of bringing forth God’s Kingdom on earth and community was broken on a Friday night oh so long ago.
This morning I welcome you to think of any thing that you would call a sin; anything you have read in the paper, remember from the Bible or have seen reflected in your own life.  All the things we label as sins begin as one sin, a desire to be autonomous, to be in control, to make our own decisions, to be separate and apart from God and the ways God has instructed us to go. 
This past week I caught a glimpse of how we must look to God as we seek our own way, as we strive to be autonomous.  This past week I taught the Bible story portion of the Vacation Bible School we share with St. Paul and Salem.  Each day I, and Andrew Majzan, who was my terrific assistant, worked with almost 70 children helping them grasp the concepts of sharing, giving, growing, loving and praising.  
One day, as I sat waiting my turn to teach I was seated next to the most adorable three year old boy.  I had learned earlier in the week that this little boy, and his four year old brother, had already faced down multiple challenges in their young lives.  They had been taken out of a crack addicted family and were in the process of being adopted a family into a family who lives in this community.  As this little one and I sat side by side I noticed he was determined to play with and tear the pages of the hymnal that sat in front of him.  When I saw his plan I took the hymnal from him, speaking quietly and gently about how special this book was and how we must take care of it.  At first all seemed to go well.  But then my young friend reached over and took the book out again.  With defiance and determination in his eyes and fingers poised to rip a page he looked at me.  I took the book again and, as quietly but with a touch more firmness in my voice, said that we must not play with these books.  
But this story is not yet complete.  When I stood to begin teaching this group, when my attention was diverted from his little hands,  I noticed that he had the book again.  And this time I simply leaned over the pew, took it from his hand and made clear with my eyes and a tap on his hand that he must not touch the book again.  Well, his desire to be autonomous from me, to go his own way and to make his own rules was strong and so when I took the book the third time he jumped up from his seat, crossed his arms and turned his back on me.  For the rest of the day he would not talk to me, look at me, or come near me.  He had turned his back on me and indeed our community was broken.
In that moment I thought, this is how we must look to God.  Our one sin, our only sin, is our desire to be autonomous, to do it our way, to cross our arms and turn our backs on God.  And once we take this step then all of the other things that can so easily tempt us, draw us in and cause us to miss the mark God are within easy reach.  

Now you may be thinking, that story is cute, but I am not like that.  But we are.  We turn our backs on God so often and so well, we no longer see it.  God marks out a path for us in God’s word – love one another; but it is easier to simply ignore those who cross our paths in awkward ways.  God tells us to pray for our enemies, but it is more convenient to castigate them to the corners of decency and to pretend that nothing about them bears the expense of our breath in prayer.  We are asked to bear one another’s burdens, but we respond only if it is convenient and does not require that we have to give up any of our things or our time.  Fight for the poor and those who have suffered in justice, but that would mean we might have to go and meet some of those people and talk to them face to face.  Tell others of my love and draw them to me by your witness and your life.  Wait one minute polite Christians do not talk about their faith in God with others, that’s just too private.  
Just like my little friend you and I consistently, and with defiance and determination in our eyes, continue to do things the way we want to do them, continue to seek autonomy from the way God has marked out for us, continue to set our own rules.  
This pattern of behavior was established in Eden and it has had eons to be perfected in the hearts of humankind.  The one sin of the world, the turning away from the God in an act of autonomy is pervasive.  But Johns said, “Look there is one who comes to take away the sin of the world.”  How, how is it that Jesus comes to do this thing?  

God wrapped in flesh, God who is fully human and fully divine, God who loves us with an everlasting love says I am the light, I will lead you out of dark places, I will show you the way to go.  I will offer you a way to walk with me, hand in hand, in love and with patience; walk in the way that God has set out for us.  I will be your guide, I will be your friend, I will be with you all along the way.  And when you do give in to the seductive call of autonomy I will be the bridge over which you may always walk after you have made the mistake of turning from God.  I will be the hand that is always extended to help you, to tap you on the shoulder and to ask you to turn back, to look full in the face of a God who loves you and longs for a relationship with you.  I will be the one who takes on your sin and the sin of all the world, I will take it on and it will be forgiven and you will be able to come back into relationship with me and with your God.  That’s how much I love you.
Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, who as we deepen our relationship with him lessens and lessens our desire to do things on our own and strengthens in our hearts the longing to follow his words, his way and his will.  Behold the lamb of God who comes to restore community that has been broken by sin, who comes with hope that we will hear his voice and come to him.  

I have to tell you the end of the story of the little boy whom I met at VBS.  We had our little incident on Wednesday on Thursday he was not at VBS.  But on Friday I say him.  I walked up to him and his foster dad and I called him by name.  He looked at me and gave me a flower.  He and I were back in community, all was forgiven and all was restored.  When we, who turn from God in a bid to be autonomous, in a bid to do it our way, return with hearts that are open, with hearts that hope for reconciliation, the sin is forgiven and the community is restore.

Behold, there is one, a lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.  Come beloved of God and know him more and more so that your sin and mine might be removed by the one we call Jesus who came to take away the sin of the world.

� Genesis 2:15-17.


� In the Genesis account in chapter 2 Eve is created in verse 22.


� Paul Tillich, Systematic Theology:  Volume 2.  The University of Chicago Press, Chicago IL. 1957, pp. 45-46.
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