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[In Character]  What’s gotten into you?!  What’s gotten into you!?  That’s exactly the question I asked Peter when he stood up that day in the courtyard of our home.  What’s that noise, and what’s gotten into you?  Peter, what are you saying; where are you going?  What’s gotten into you? 

I remember the day as if it were yesterday.  It was the fiftieth day after our first glorious Sunday with Jesus; fifty days since Jesus had appeared to us right in my upper room.  After he returned, or should I say after he arose from the grave, he spent almost six weeks walking with us and talking with us.  Forty day of encouragement and teaching.  And then on the fortieth day after his resurrection he gathered us all on the side of a hill and offered one last instruction.  He told us to wait in Jerusalem, to wait because God was going to send down power.
  Stay in Jerusalem and receive God’s gift of the Spirit; receive God’s power.  And then he said we would be His witnesses in Jerusalem, and Judea, in Samaria and to the ends of the world.  He told us these things and then, right in front of our eyes, he ascended into Heaven!  

Oh how our hearts burned within us as we returned to my home.  My husband and I were reasonably well off and so our compound can hold many people.  After Jesus ascended we all returned right here because it was still too dangerous to be out in the streets, and frankly, we were scared.  The authorities, who thought they had eliminated Jesus, were still looking to eliminate those who followed him.  And it was Pentecost, the festival of the first fruits of spring, the time when Jerusalem was filled with devout Jews who had come to thank God for the harvest; come from all over the known world.  Jerusalem was packed with visitors and thick with soldiers.  No, it was not safe to be out, not safe to be discovered as disciple of Christ.  So we gathered quickly behind the safety and security of the strong walls and locked doors of our compound.  There must have been over 100 people there.  
And then Jesus’ promise began to unfold.  Out of no where, there came that sound; a sound no human ear had ever heard before.  It was like a wind; a violent, rushing wind.  And not only the wind, but tongues of fire appeared and seem to rest just above each of our heads.  I knew that the sign of fire was a portent of the presence of God.  Remember Moses and the flaming bush;
 remember how a pillar of fire protected my ancestors, leading them out of Egypt by night
; well I do.  And I also remember that when God met Moses on Mt. Sinai, the mountain was covered in smoke and the text tells us the Lord came down in a flame of fire.
  I knew those texts and I knew when those tongues of fire appeared that day it was a sign that God was near.  

Excitement mingled with fear as into our protected, locked up fortress, something came and something was happening.  Peter broke for the door.  Peter, what’s gotten into you?  It’s not safe out there.  They know you followed Christ; you have been recognized more than once.  Peter, where are you going?  But it was too late.  He and the eleven – and many more –rushed out of the compound, rushed out into the streets and there hundreds, maybe thousands of people met them, drawn by the sound of that rushing, violent wind.  Onlookers had come from every corner of Jerusalem and now they stood listening to a gathering of Galileans speak in languages that they simply could not have known.  Now the crowd stood and each person heard the word of God in a way that they could understand.   
There was Peter, in the middle of the square, speaking to the men and women of the Diaspora.  He stood where he could be heard and said in a loud voice, in the last days God has declared that God’s spirit would be poured out on all flesh.  Men and women will speak God’s truth, young and old, and free and slave will have a part in this ministry, and there will be signs that you do not understand and God will prepare to return and everyone who calls upon God’s name shall be saved.

Hundreds of people gathered and listened and Peter just kept talking.  He told them that God had sent this Jesus whom they had crucified. God has sent him and he had performed miracles among them.  God had raised him from the dead and set him on the right hand as Lord and Messiah.  Peter, with a boldness that I could not fathom, continued to speak and said that all who believed in this Jesus, in this Christ should come and give their lives, and live according to his word.  They should believe in his name and their sins would be forgiven and they would be saved.   Peter, it’s dangerous out here.  Peter what has gotten in to you?  

And guess what, though I can scarcely believe it still, many who heard Peter’s words in their own language believed.  They believed what Peter said, and they asked Peter,  “What must we do to be a part of the ministry of Jesus?”  And Peter, who clearly was not yet finished, responded, “Give up your ways that are not of God, give up the behavior in your lives that does not align with the love of Christ.  Turn from your old habits and believe that Jesus is God’s son, believe and be baptized and this Spirit that you see will fill and empower you!”  And do you know what?  It says it right there in your Bibles, in Acts 2:41, 3,000 people believed and were baptized on that Pentecost Day.
I could not believe it.  Even though I had seen it with my own eyes, I still had to ask Peter to explain to me what had gotten in to him.   How had he – of all of the disciples – thrown off his fear, had the nerve to come out of hiding and to proclaim God’s word with power.  Peter, what happened to you?  What’s gotten into you?  What indeed? 
This morning just to be able to relive the Pentecost story is gift, but what I really stopped by to say, beloved of God, is that the same thing that got into Peter is given to all who are baptized into the death and resurrection of Jesus and confirmed in the power of the Spirit.  Each who has accepted Christ has resting in their being the same Spirit that rested on the disciples.  Paul Tillich, a 20th century theologian, tells us the Spirit of God has come to all who believe and it has infused and inspired our being.  Tillich tells us that God’s Spirit fills us with love, so much so, that we are moved to another state, a state of transcendence – a place where we connect with the divine and the infinite God, and God chooses to merge with us in a union, in a communion, that cannot be fully described by words.  
The Holy Spirit is that manifestation of God that joins with us and amplifies who we are in our finite form; that manifestation of God that pours into us infinite love and joy, power and holiness, peace and righteousness. Beloved it’s as if the infinite, eternal author of life stands forever pouring into our very being the divine infinite waters of life and moment by moment they mix with who we are and transform us into more than we thought we could be; transforming us into souls that bear within them the very power of God!
God’s Spirit, given to Peter and the disciples, given to all who love and receive Christ, is a power that emanates from God, a power that comes from the one who says, I love you so that I give you my confidence.  I love you so much that I place my hope into your souls.  God says to us, you are so important to me that I will pour into your very being my waters of joy, my water of life.  Yes, what got into Peter, and what is available for you and for me is a Divine offering of power, a portion of the mystery of the holiness of God, given to us through God’s Spirit; given to us to in a way that we can hold, that we can carry; given to us in a way that makes us sacred; for God does say we are Holy Temples, sacred places for the precious store of God, the gift of the Holy Spirit.
   
But, if we have received the same Spirit as did the disciples on Pentecost, why can’t we do the same kinds of marvelous deeds?  Why can’t we go out with boldness?  Why can’t we draw thousands upon thousands to hear the good news of Jesus the Christ?  Oh, but we can!  We are assured in Paul’s letter to the Church at Corinth that to each individual who has been baptized in Christ, to each, God has given a manifestation of the Spirit, the gift of the Spirit.  
And it is not given to benefit just the one who received it; no Paul tells us clearly that it is given to benefit the whole.
  You, beloved of God, have been given God’s Spirit so that you might go into situations of hatred and violence and share God’s kindness and gentleness.  You have been given the gift of the Spirit so that when you see circumstances of isolation and loneliness you may bring the presence of community and the gift of touch.  Where hurry and rushing deny the possibility of relationships you, God’s chosen and anointed one; you have been given God’s gifts of patience and self control so that that situation might be made different, might be made better. 

And not only in these ways may we move out with boldness, with God’s Spirit of power, to make a difference.  No, there is more!  We, as the church, are called to bring our power to bear as a witness for the kind of integrity that does give in to moral laxity; that does not give into banal truths.  We, as a church, are called to be voices in and to the world declaring that the wounds of war or not to be tolerated, that the persecution of the oppressed is not of God, that the desolation of the earth is anathema to the creative instinct that is God, and that the poverty that exists in too many places and at too high a level is unwarranted and unacceptable to the people of God.  
We can do what Jesus calls us to do; we can be as persuasive as were the apostles.  Each of us, just as the text says, young and old, male and female, each of us can speak with our words and with our lives in ways that people can hear and understand.  We can, with God’s power, be witnesses to God’s truth in Barrington where this church supports the Township Food Pantries. We can, in Illinois, be bearers of the good news of Christ as we support the families who cannot afford medical care for children with cancer through a program call We Care.  We can, as the Acts text calls us to do, be witnesses in the uttermost parts of the world as we support the work of Missionary Kim Brown in Thailand, whose House of Love ministers to women and children whose lives are affected by AIDS.  We can do these things – and we do do these things – through the Mission and Outreach Committee of this Church, but we can do more.  
The Holy Spirit, the dynamic power of God, was given to the disciples in fullness and with great signs on that Pentecost Day.  It took hold of them and they took hold of it and went out from behind locked doors and spoke truth so that people might be drawn, so that people might hear and be changed.  And now, because we have that same power, we can do the same and more.  Now it is our turn to do more.  The choir was right this morning, the anthem spoke truth; in every heart, in every mouth, in every land and in generation we must learn again to praise God; we must learn again to access the power of God.  Just as the choir sang, in every generation we must desire that God’s Spirit be fully upon us.  Every one of us, who has breath, as the psalmist says, must praise God and work to live out the call of God on and in our lives.  Yes, now, it’s our turn; our turn to welcome the Spirit to take hold of us and we to take hold of it and seize our day, show what has gotten into us; and that is the love of Christ; the hope of Christ, the power of God.
Beloved of God, I am inviting you to go with me on a one year journey.  I am inviting you to think about the ways we might show the power of God’s Spirit as a church community Pentecost 2009 to Pentecost 2010.  Because I do believe, when we were baptized, when we were confirmed, God kept God’s word and gave us the precious gift of God’s Spirit.  I truly, deeply believe this.  And so, together, let us see what we can do with the power God has given us.  Through the findings of the Long Range Planning Committee, through the work of each committee and organization of the church, through each member, between now and Pentecost 2010, I will be asking you to pray with me, to work together to show God’s love and power in our community and in the uttermost parts of the world.  I will ask you to begin praying now, and as God leads us we will celebrate our successes this time next Pentecost.  
And if this day, there is someone here who is not sure that they have God’s Spirit, or who wants more of God’s Spirit, who wants to know this Jesus of whom Peter speaks; please know that I would welcome the chance to talk with you, so that together we might go forward in every generation, in this generation, to embrace, love and serve the Lord.

Spirit working in creation, bringing order out of strife.  Come among God’s gathered people, giving harmony and life.  May that which we seek this Pentecost day be God’s Spirit working not only in creation but in each of us.  

� Luke 24:49.


� Exodus 3:2.


� Exodus 13:21-22.


� Exodus 19:18.


� I Corinthians 3:16 and 6:19.


� I Corinthians 12:1-7.
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